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Pal estine and Iraq the priority now

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah; Ram an Said

IN his maiden Press conference as chairman of the Non-Aligned Myvenent,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said NAMs inmediate priority would be to
hel p resolve the Pal estinian issue and to stop the possibility of war over
Irag.

The Prine Mnister said: "Qur priority at the noment is of course is to
help resolve two najor problens - one is the Pal estinian question and the
other the threat of war against Iraqg."

At the packed Press conference, he was asked to indicate the way forward
for the novenent. This, the Prine Mnister said, could only be mapped out
t hrough active consultations among nenbers, especially those from the
troika.

He said: "We'Il have to work hard on the way forward because these are
practical things that need to be carefully thought out.

"We just cannot say that we are going to do this, that and the other
only to find that we will not be able to do them" he said.

Addressing a host of questions fromlocal and foreign journalists, Dr
Mahat hir al so addressed the question of the practical neasures that NAM
m ght pursue during Malaysia's tenure as chairnan.

He said NAM needed to tackle issues affecting nmenbers, particularly the
i mpact of globalisation and the role of the Wrld Trade O ganisation

He said it was vital for NAM to discuss matters of conmon interest and
i ssues before nmaking representations at any international fora

"We find that when we do not speak with one voice the tendency is for
others to push their ideas through, which obviously will be to their
advant age. "

Asked for his views on possible attenpts by certain quarters to divert
world attention fromthe massive anti-war denonstrations, Dr Mahathir said
t hose who choose to ignore the sentinments of the majority would end up
bei ng i sol at ed.

The Prinme Mnister was al so asked whether NAM and the Organi sation of
I slami ¢ Conference would consider an attack against lrag as an attack
agai nst the two novements

Dr Mahathir said that since NAM and the O C are not mlitary alliances
they could not go to war in the event one of their nenbers were attacked

"But we can try to get noral support for our stand

"I think noral support in the long run is quite effective."

Asked what woul d be done to Iraq should there be war against Iraq, Dr
Mahat hir said he hoped there would not be any "after the war" situation.

"I hope there will be no war.

"But we have often seen that after a war, people will rebuild. The usua
habit in this world is that you destroy first, and then you rebuild. It is
a waste of noney." he said.

Asked by a Croatian journalist whether Dr Mahathir, having staged a
"mracle" in Ml aysia, would do the same for NAM the Prinme Mnister said:
"W don't believe in mracles ...we have to work very hard to do
everyt hing."

On the North Korea missile testing, he believed the country wanted to
negotiate directly with the United States but North Korea was not bent on
decl aring war on anybody.

"North Korea has weapons - they are being tested. They are nucl ear
weapons as far as we can make out.



"Qther countries are also testing weapons.

"Just because they test does not nean they are declaring war."

To a question whether NAM expects the US to take notice of its views on
Iraq, Dr Mahathir said he believed the US would take notice of all
protests agai nst war.

"Qur decision to oppose war adds to the growi ng consensus in the world
agai nst war.

"The US will not care if it is a lone voice, but | think sone people in
the US are in the position to make a decision and will take note of the
protest."”

Asked to comment on France's stance in opposing the US in the Iraq
i ssue, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia appreciated France's position.

"It is a very brave thing for France to do.

"But | also know that by opposing this, it does not nean France wants to
uphol d the Iraqi Governnent.

"It is because France is concerned about the cost of war in ternms of
human rights."

On whet her NAM woul d take up the invitation by President Yasser Arafat
to send a fact-finding mssion to Palestine, he said the novement wel coned
it.

"But | amquite sure Israel will not allow it, as nuch as it did not
allow a fact-finding mssion to investigate the Jenin massacre.”

On whether NAM woul d accept China as a nenber to enhance the nobvenent,
Dr Mahathir replied in the negative.
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