10/ 05/ 2003

Syed Ham d: Resolution on Iraq sanctions has to be studied

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - The wording of the resolution to Iift the sanctions on
Irag which will be subnmitted by the US and its allies to the United

Nati ons, has to be studi ed before being adopted, Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said today.

He said the resolution should not be for the sake of |egalising the
unilateral action in invading Iraq.

"In principle, Mlaysia supports the renobval of the sanctions but in the
present context, it is inportant that we | ook at the exact wording of the
resol uti on and what needs to be done.

"The nost inportant thing is that there should be no weapons of nmss
destruction, which is one of the pre-conditions for lifting the sanctions.

"The UN weapons inspectors should be allowed to verify that, and then it
would be a nmultilateral decision. W don't have any problenms with that,"”
he said after launching a book, A Diplomat Arrives in Washi ngton authored
by Dr Fauzi ah Mohamad Tai b, who wote of her experience during her five-
year stint since 1998 as deputy anbassador to Washi ngton. She has since
been appoi nted Hi gh Conmi ssioner to Fiji.

Syed Hamid said there should be a conditionality to nmake sure that the
sanction |lifted would benefit the Iraqis.

He was commenting on Washington's announcenment yesterday on the US
intention to introduce the resolution, and calling on other countries to
support the nove.

Presi dent George W Bush said the US, Britain and Spain, intend to
introduce a resolution in the UN to end the econom c sancti ons.

On the visit of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to the G8 neeting in
France next nonth in his capacity as Ml aysian Prine Mnister instead of
Non- Al i gned Movenent chairman, Syed Hanmid said the hosts wanted to invite
one | eader of great reputation from the devel oping countries

He said Dr Mahathir could voice Ml aysia's as well as devel opi ng
countries' views.

On the proposal to make the Media Ml aysia a permanent feature, Syed
Ham d said he welconed the nove but added that it would be discussed at
the Cabinet. He said it was inmportant to get the Ml aysian perspective in
any situation.
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