10/ 06/ 2003

Putraj aya Convention Centre a trunp card

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - The Putrajaya Convention Centre should play a premer
role in drawing international convention visitors to Malaysia, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today.

The Prine Mnister said the pronoters of the RW50 million PCC should
invite convention planners and conveners to visit the centre

"Especially since the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone has abated
Mal aysi a should concentrate on bringing nore visitors into the country.

"The PCC and the beautiful buildings of Putrajaya have the potential to
be a popular attraction for visitors."

Speaki ng at the cerenpny where the PCC was handed over to the Governnent
by Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd, Dr Mahathir said PCC pronmoters should
prepare beautiful brochures for distribution

He said he was proud that work on the convention centre was conpl eted
within two years, which was ahead of schedule, adding that Ml aysians were
good at building things in record tine.

He congratul ated Putrajaya Holdings, 1JM Construction Bhd, the architect
Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn Bhd and KLCC Projeks Bhd, which was the
proj ect manager.

Dr Mahathir also said Malaysia's prosperity was due to the Governnment's

brand of denocracy that had produced | evel -headed people. "It is due to
this kind of attitude that this splendid city of Putrajaya is now taking
shape. "

He earlier toured the magnificent PCC, which has a floor space of
135,000 sqg netres. It is |located on a 20.4ha site on top of a hill, 60m

above sea level at Precinct 5 here.

In his speech, Putrajaya Hol di ngs chai rman Dat uk Mohd Hashi m Hassan said
the PCC had been born of Dr Mahathir's vision for a convention centre
designed to international standards to support events of a gl obal standing
and scal e.

"Research has shown that convention centres are inportant in attracting
visitors to a country and in boosting tourism revenue

"In some major Asian capitals the building of convention centres had
shown an inmediate 76 per cent increase in staging of events."

Hashi m said the centre's design was inspired by the wau bulan (nobon
kite) and the pending perak or silver royal belt buckle.

He said the Plenary Hall at the nine-level building could seat 3,000
people, while there is also a hall for heads of state seating 180 people.

The finishing touches are being put to the PCC to ensure it is fully
ready to host its first global event, the Oganisation of the Islanic
Conference Sunmit, in October.
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