08/ 09/ 2003
130 Orang Asli get keys to new hones

June Rami i

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - It was all snmiles for 130 Orang Asli today when they
received the keys to their nmediumcost apartnents in Desa Ternuan, Bukit
Lanj an, near here, under the final package of the RVM60.9 million O ang
Asli resettl enent programre.

At the handi ng-over cerenpbny, a synbolic key was presented to the head
of the Tenuan comunity, Tok Batin Isnmael Chat, by M Land Hol di ngs
executive chairman Tan Sri Mist apha Kanmal Abu Bakar.

One of the recipients, factory worker Shansuddi n Abdul | ah, said he would
nove into the apartnment soon.

"I am so happy that finally I have ny own house," said Shansuddin who is
staying with his nother nearby.

Ram i Tansilu, 29, also a factory worker, is "extrenely happy" about his
new apartnent, which he intends to let out and stay with his nother-in-Iaw
i nst ead.

"We do not want to |eave her as she will be al one,
his father-in-law died |last year.

Each apartnent has a built-up area of 675 sq ft, three roons, a toilet
and a bathroom Facilities such as a sepak takraw court, children's
pl ayground, school, a nulti-purpose hall and an Orang Asli nuseum have
al so been provided.

Today's cerenony marks the end of the 1995 resettl enent project when the
State CGovernnent appointed Saujana Triangle Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of M
Land Hol di ngs Berhad and a nenmber of the Enkay Group of companies, to
devel op Bukit Lanjan, a forner settlenent area of the Tenuan comrunity.

Under the package, 147 Orang Asli famlies received single-storey
bungal ows whi ch were handed over to them in Novenber 2001 by Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad. This was a nonth after they
recei ved doubl e-storey terrace houses from the devel oper and a comunity
centre in Sungai Bul oh.

They al so recei ved Amanah Saham Bumi putera shares, valued at RW45, 000,
and rel ocation all owances of RMBOO each.

Speaki ng after the cerempny, Mistapha Kamal said he was happy that the
proj ect had ended on a good note, but was now concerned about the future
of the Tenmuan comunity.

He said while the project's physical objective had been achieved, its
soci al objective was still not fully realised.

"We are not going to wash our hands off the project ...we will continue
to support the conmunity.

"W need the expertise and assistance of the Orang Asli Affairs
Department, Rural Developnment Mnistry, National Unity and Soci al
Devel opment M nistry and the Community Devel opnent Department to conme up
with comunity programes."”

he sai d, adding that
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