22/ 06/ 2003
No- cont est pl edge by vice-presidents highlight of assenbly

Chok Suat Ling

PERHAPS t he npst inportant outcone of the 54th Umo general assenbly which
ended yesterday was the no-contest pledge by Umo vice-presidents Datuk
Seri Najib Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and Tan Sri Mihanmmad Mihanmad
Tai b.

In their w nding-up speeches at the close of the assenbly, they declared
they would not challenge Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi ' s choi ce of successor.

Any one of the three could succeed to the deputy prem ership when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad steps down in October and Abdul | ah
t akes over.

Taking the cue from Dr Mahathir, Abdullah and del egates who took part in
the debates, the three gave their word they would not rock the boat.

Dr Mahathir's concern that the
jostling for posts will disunite the party has thus been addressed

Wth that, delegates energed fromthe assenbly with renewed vigour and
resolve to stay united to ensure the party remains strong into the future.

The atnosphere was enmptionally charged both in the hall, and outside
anong those gathered for this historic occasion

But all energed with a common goal, to give Dr Mahathir - attending his
| ast assenbly as Umo president - the best farewell gift ever in the form
of an overwhelming victory in the next general election.

Unity is, therefore, the key. Umo nenbers are now, nore than ever,
aware that a victorious outcone is only possible if they don't fight anopng
t hensel ves, but against the real eneny - Pas.

The party's three wings have also pledged their support to Abdull ah.

The no-contest commtnent will likely result in the person appointed by
Abdul | ah bei ng unchall enged for the deputy president's post next year.

By convention, the Deputy Prime Mnister is also Umo deputy president

Anot her significant result of this assenbly, which saw all resolutions
on econormy, religion and education passed, is the rallying of menbers to
stand resolutely as one to crush Pas in the next general election.

The dissolution of Parliament may be nonths away but the war druns have
been sounded, with nmenbers psyching thenselves to unleash their m ght
agai nst the eneny.

Umo Terengganu, for instance, has |aunched "gel onbang biru" (blue tida
wave) against Pas' ripples of green. (The Barisan Nasional's synbol is
blue while green is Pas' colour.)

Even Dr Mahathir hinself was inpressed by the spirited air of the nenbers

"I amconfident we will fare better than in 1999. That nmuch | can assure
you," the Prime Mnister said yesterday when asked about Umo's chances of
recapturing Kelantan and Terengganu from Pas.

This assenbly al so displayed the nettle of the younger generation in
umo.

Puteri, the youngest wing in the party - having their assenbly for the
first tine jointly with Wanita and Umo Youth - showed that age is no
barrier to excellence in politics.

Chief Azalina Ohman Said gave a stirring speech, cautioning that Puteri
shoul d not be taken lightly "for don't think we have no brains"

The recognition by the party of the younger generation was evident when
Umo Youth chief Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein was given the privilege of
tabling the notion of thanks on the presidential address, with Azalina



supporting it.

Not to be outdone, Wanita Umo reaffirmed that it remains the backbone
and workhorse of the party's election nachinery.

What is al so unique about this assenbly was the extensive recital of
saj ak and pantun by del egates. It produced nmany |ight nonents, but the
i ntended nessages were still effectively conveyed.
Umo | eaders and nenbers al so heaped accol ades on Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali for her sacrifices as wife of the tireless Prime Mnister.
I medi ately precedi ng the w nding-up session yesterday, a journalist -
the New Straits Tinmes group editor Datuk Ahmad A Talib - in an
unprecedented gesture, read a sajak dedicated to Dr Mahathir.

Next to take the podium was suprenme council menber Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man who started the last chapter of the assenbly, the w nding-up

Dr Mahathir closed the assenbly with a poignant yet inspiring speech.

When Dr Mahathir stepped out of the hall, he was besieged by party
menbers clanouring to shake his hand and wi sh himwell.

It was al so obviously apparent that the assenbly this year has a |arger
following than in previous years.

Not only were there nore del egates and observers - it was al npst
i npossible to enter the PAMC, with a sea of people crowding the entrances
- the nunber of stalls had al nost doubled, spilling outside the conplex.

The fiery atnosphere in the hall was replicated outside, with the
bar gai ni ng between peddl ers and buyers as "hot" as the tone of speeches in
Dewan Merdeka.
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