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“Past snub of Dr M cause of problens'
Bal an Mbses

SI NGAPOREANS are putting Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad under the

m croscope - nore than 50 years after the Prime Mnister left the King
Edward VII Col |l ege of Medicine of the University of Malaya in Singapore as
a young graduate.

The sudden interest in Dr Mahathir, evidenced in The Sunday Ti nes
coverage of the Prime Mnister, is likely to have been precipitated by the
ongoi ng friction between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore over, anong ot her issues,

t he water problem

Last Sunday saw the ST | ooking hard at Dr Mahathir in a nove ostensibly
ai red at expl ai ning what rmakes the Prime Mnister tick to its readers.

In alengthy article that went well into Dr Mahathir's l|ikes, dislikes
and political orientation, Susan Long surm sed that his antipathy towards
Si ngapore had its genesis in a snub decades ago at the hands of a
Si ngapor ean

In her conmmentary headlined "It started with a snub", Long went to great
| engths to explain her prem se that a supposed snub, apocryphal or
ot herwi se, was to blanme for the cold shoul der that Ml aysia was all egedly
gi vi ng Si ngapore.

The story, at |east according to the ST, goes that Dr Mahat hir had been
taken to the service entrance of a house by a taxi driver and this had
affected himfor life.

The standfirst to the ST senior witer's piece read that "perhaps (Dr
Mahat hir's) years here at the King Edward VII Col | ege noul ded vi ews t hat
have stayed with himthe past half-century. He sees Singaporean Chi nese as
mercenary, insular, selfish, arrogant and " never having crossed the
Causeway' ".

The ST piece, saying that Long delved into history to understand Dr
Mahat hir, went on to state that Dr Mahathir [ oonmed |arge in the dispute
bet ween the two countries.

Meanwhi | e, ST reporter Zuraidah Ibrahimwote a piece on Sunday that
scoffed at Dr Mahathir's statenment that Singapore Prine M nister Goh Chok
Tong had foiled a Mal aysian plan to replace the Causeway with a bridge.

The ST, in a tongue-in-cheek standfirst, inplied that Dr Mahathir's
version of what had actually transpired in the issue was different from
t he Si ngapore version.

Sticking to the official argument based largely on offica
correspondence between | eaders of both nations, the newspaper stated that
Goh had actually agreed to the bridge.

Dr Mahathir had earlier |ast week stated that Lee Kuan Yew, the forner
Prime Mnister and current Senior Mnister, had told himthat while he had
no objections to the bridge, Goh was feeling nostal gi c about the Causeway.

The article al so noted that Ml aysi an newspapers had gi ven extensive
coverage to Dr Mahathir's statenent.

"Beating nother tongue blues", read the headline of an article in the ST
on how English is hel ping students learn Tanil.

According to the newspaper, the new textbooks have gl ossari es expl ai ni ng
hard words in English

Shahida Ariff's piece stated that sonme students were now getting help in
English for difficult words in Tam | textbooks.

"Students say it does help themunderstand what they read," Senior
M ni ster of State (Education) Tharman Shannugar at nam sai d yest er day.



In his keynote speech at an annual Tam | | anguage semninar at the
Nati onal Institute of Education, he said that using English in such a way
was pragmatic.

On a lighter note, the newspaper published a story on a new breed of
bonoh in Mal aysi a who mi xed nodern and traditional nethods.

Witing about the Datuk Kelana Indra Sakti, Rene Ahmad stated that the
bonoh lived in a big bungal ow, "owns a stretch Mercedes Benz and has
clients who include politicians and top busi nessnen”.
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