21/ 08/ 2003

"Worl d recognises only mght'

DR MAHATHIR' S views on progressive |Islam found good response fromthe
Syrian Islamc scholars and | eaders. They were greatly appreciative of Dr
Mahat hir's frank opinions, and one scholar urged himto wite a book on
Mal aysi a's developnent in line with Islamc teachings

The di al ogue was chaired by Mhamad Zi adah, M nister of Endowrents.

PM |I'"msure that you will agree with ne that today the Muslim ummah is
bei ng oppressed and Islamitself is being insulted. The Prophet of |slam
has been described as a terrorist.

Muslims today cannot defend thenselves. They can be arrested, they can
be tried anywhere and they can be sentenced to death even. Mislim
countries are not able to protect Islamor the Mislins.

We have becone extrenely weak. This is a fact that we have to admit. W
can claimthat we only appear to be oppressed but actually, we are
triunphant, we are doing very well, the fact is that we have lost the
glory of the past Muislim enpire.

In those days, nobody would dare to oppress the Mislins because we were
strong in every way, strong in terns of our know edge, in terns of our
Governnent, in terns of mlitary capability.

Yes, there were attenpts to invade Muslim countries but the |eaders were
able to defend Muslimterritory successfully. But at the beginning of the
last century, the Mislinms began to weaken, and the Qtoman enpire
col l apsed and was divided up into nany nation States

The States are not united, instead they are subjected to pressure and
mani pul ati on by outside forces. The Muislins becane weaker and weaker, and
nore and nore ignorant.

Sone of us say that we need not acquire nbdern know edge, that it's
secul ar know edge, that we only need to study the religion and theol ogy,
and that other know edge can't bring us any nmerit.

The result: Muslins are intellectually backward and are quite incapable
of conpeting with the detractors and enemies of |slam

We have been enjoined by our religion to protect ourselves, yet we don't
have armi es that have defence equipnent. Instead we need the help of those
who are not synpathetic to us. W have to rely on them for our needs and
def ence.

We have neglected the need to acquire know edge. In the early years, the
Musl i ms had know edge. The non-Mislins had to cone to Muslimcountries to
acqui re know edge. They had to |l earn Arabic.

But there cane a tine that the study of these things was considered as
non-essential. Since then, we had neglected the study of science,
mat hermati cs, nedicine etc.

W have neglected what is enjoined to us, and required by our religion
We are endowed with riches and wealth, but are incapable of using it.

The Quran begins with an injunction to read. To read is to acquire
know edge. |s know edge only about religion or knowl edge as a whol e?

Qovi ously, we have to acquire all know edge that is avail able.

Yes, we are very religious but the world recognises only strength today.
If you are strong, you are respected. It is the aw of the jungle where
mght is right, but the fact is that the world recognises strength. If you
are weak, you will be oppressed, your country will be invaded and you wl|
live under the power of powerful nations.

I believe this has happened because we had negl ected the fundanenta



teachings of Islam In Ml aysia, we believe in fundanmentalism and focus
on the original teachings of Islam

We neglected what is fundamental to Islam and instead, we focus on
i ssues that do not contribute to the devel opnent of the Mislim unmah.

W are nore interested in mnor differences in the interpretations of
Islam There was only one religion of Islam but we are divided into nany
different sects, and because we have different beliefs, there is conflict
bet ween us and such conflict nerely weakens us.

We tried to unite the Muslim unmah but it has not proven possible. Until
now, in organisations |like the Organisation of the Islamc Conference, we
are not united even in our stand on the issue of the oppression of the
Pal estinians by the Israelis.

Enbol dened by their success in oppressing Pal estinians, they are now
oppressing Muslinms in other countries. They now want to change the
Government of many Muslim countries, and we have seen it happen in
Af ghani stan and Iraq, and maybe even in Syria as they have already said
the Syrian Covernnent is not the type of Governnment they want.

W are being threatened by the big powers, that is because we are not
united. Even if we are weak, if we have one voice, we can influence the
course of the world.

We have to accept that this is the truth, it is a fact today. Is it
because Islamis a religion that cannot accommpdate nodern way of |iving?
I don't think so. Islamis not only for the seventh century or the first
century of Hijrah. It is for all times and places. But many of us think
that the only way is to go back to the first century of Hijrah, or the
seventh century AD.

But if Islamis for all tine, surely, it is suitable for today as it was
1,400 years ago. If 1,400 years ago |Islam could become a great
civilisation, it cannot be said that today because our environnent has
changed, we are no |onger capable of achieving the great Islamc
civilisation of the past.

| amquite sure that it's not our religion that is wong, it is perhaps
our interpretation of our religion that is wong, it is perhaps because we
are not really following the religion of Islam

Instead, we are followi ng our own needs and base desires. That is why we
find we are unable to agree with each other, and then of course, we can be
mani pul ated by our enem es.

We cannot express our anger by killing people, we are not getting
anywhere with that. That is why we are against terrorism Malaysia wants
to become a devel oped nation, to have all its capability, nost in terns of
wealth and intellectual capacity, so that we can conpete with them and
mai ntai n our independence and the well-being of the Mislins.

Q You have tal ked about Islam being on one side and Miuslinms on the
other side, as they are not following the true teachings of Islam Now,
Islamis accused of terrorism yet it is the true religion. | wi sh you al
the best as you are in the correct direction. You have called for us to
unite. How do you see the role of Islamc novenents and schol ars?

A. There are nmany novenents. Sonme want to spread Islam but sone are not
t hi nki ng about teaching the true neaning of Islam They are canpai gning
for support for their political objectives.

As an exanple, in ny country, a Muslim scholar said that Allah is a
rogue, the biggest rogue. W were shocked. O course, we can translate one
of the nanmes of Allah to nean that, but surely, it is not neant to be
t hat .

And that Allah uses obscene words; | tried to find themin the Quran if
there are any obscene words there, there are none.

He (the Muslim scholar) said that because one of his |eaders used



obscene words. In order to say that the l|eader is not wong, he said even
Al'l ah uses obscene words.

So when we have Islanic scholars nore interested in politics, then you
are going to have wong interpretati ons of Islam

It confuses the Muslimumah; which one is right?

The interpretation of Islamto fit objectives that are not Islamc, they
confuse the people. The intention is to get something for oneself.

The Islamic scholars are inportant but we cannot believe everything. It
is inmportant to deternine what is right and w ong.

Today, there are so nmany interpretations, and sonetimes they are against
each ot her.

I'"ve been described as an infidel by this group. Can we accept that? |
don't know, they want to describe ne as a non-Mislim Because of wong
interpretation, we fight against each other

I think the scholars should conme together and try and reach a consensus
on the true teachings of Islam

Q | thank you for your opening remarks, they were very carefully
consi dered and accurate. | agree with your understanding of humanity.
Islamis a religion of mercy for all humanity. The nmessage of Christianity
is also of love and nercy. Islam has a system for |life. W are happy with
the prosperity and norality that Ml aysia has reached, while many Islanic
countries are backward. Syria wants to follow you, and to overtake you!

A: There are many instances where people make use of religion in order
to do things that are against the religion. They say that they are
fighting for Christianity when in fact, what they wanted was to conquer
ot her people's | and when the Crusaders cane here.

Muslins, too, use Islamin order to justify things. Killing innocent
people is not part of Islam but they tried hard to hide behind Islam

| visited the Urayyad Msque just now, and ny perception of Islam has
been broadened. Because in the nbsque is the crypt where the head of St
John the Baptist was supposed to have been kept.

To find a Christian relic inside a Mislim nosque is, of course
sonething that is unusual. Certainly, it'll be a shock for Mlaysians, but
it is clear that it is the teaching of Islamthat we nust respect the
religion of others. To themtheir religion, to us our religion.

The best of us are those who obey God but we are far too busy thinking
of our own personal anbition, to use our religion as a neans to justify
the wongs that we do.

Thank you very nuch for your views, | really appreciate them

Q Do you still believe in this conspiracy of Jews in the Asian
financial crisis?

A | will have to give a very conprehensive answer to that. There are

not that many Jews, only about 30 million. But they want to control the
world, it has nothing to do with their religion, it's their persona
Zionist anbition to rule the world.

The answer lies in capturing the nost powerful country in the world -
the United States.

How was it done? They invented and propagated the idea of denocracy. If
you are denocratic, they have a right to all the rights of a denocracy.
They can stand for election, they can canpaign, you cannot have any nore
massacres as they used to have in Europe.

Secondly, they pronote the idea of human rights, that they nust be given
the sanme rights as anybody else. So again, there cannot be any
di scrim nati on agai nst Jews.

Now, having spread these ideas anpbng all the people, the majority feel
that it is wong to discrimnate agai nst the Jews.

At one time, Harvard University will not accept Jews. At one tinme, Jews



were not allowed to participate in banking in America

Through the spread of denocracy and human rights, they can do all that.
They can carry out banking, and they are very good in banking. From
ancient tines, they are the ones who collected the greatest anount of
i nterest.

When they becane equal, they went for institutions that have the nost
i nfluence on society. They captured the nedia. The nedia in the Wst
bel ongs to them that includes the electronic nedia (TV) and Hol |l ywood. It
becane a propaganda machine for them

And then, having got the nedia, they go for politics. Today, the US
Government, many of the menbers of Congress, are Jews. If they are not
Jews, their staff menbers are Jews.

| appeared on the same platformas M Ashcroft in Davos, he was assisted
by a young man whose name was Israel. Their staff are all Jews.

They conme to Mal aysia, and they have the sane view

So by controlling the Press and nedia, controlling the noney through
banki ng, and controlling now the Congress, they have becone the power in
the United States.

They may not be nany, Anmerican political candidates are extrene
candi dates, but there are only six mllion Jews in Anerica.

They can ensure that you win or |ose, because they are united whilst the
others are divided. In Ml aysia, we have the sane experience

In a constituency with najority Muslim Malays, for exanple, and a
mnority nmade up of Chinese and Indians, the Muslins are actually divided
The Chinese and Indians will decide who will win, with their votes.

There are nmore Muslins than Jews in the US, but they are divided into
1,000 different groups. And they can never get together so they cannot
play the same role as the Jews.

The bi ggest power in Anerica now controls the world and econony. Their
i deas about currency trading is that which resulted in the attack on
Mal aysi a.

| said this, and of course, | was roundly criticised at that tinme. They
said they want to make noney, it's not because they are Jews. But whet her
they want to nmake noney or not, the fact is that they are Jews and what
t hey have done, benefit the Jews.

So that is the situation

Q You have witten many books, and we read them here in Syria, in an
Arabic translation. Do you intend to wite a book on Ml aysia' s successful
experience in line with Islamc teachings? Syria is one of the very first
countries, to want to define terrorismand called for an internationa
conference. But there was no approval for it. If they agree, it wll give
the people in the occupied territories the right to defend thenselves, to
differentiate between resistance and ot hers.

A I"'mretiring in Cctober, and after | retire, | would like to record
some of my experiences in Malaysia and to assure the world that we do not
do anything that is against the thinking of Islam

It may appear that we are not following the teachings of Islam but we go
back to the fundanmental teachings of Islam and we get our guidance from
t here.

For example, there is a nove in Malaysia to apply the hudud |aw. But
t hese people do not have an idea of justice on how the trial is going to
be conduct ed.

Even if the trial is unjust, they say because the nethod of the trial is
correct, it is Islamic. And the Quran says that we are to judge wth
justice.

They say it doesn't matter if there is no justice. They say, for
exanple, if a woman is raped and she conpl ains that she has been raped by



so and so, and if she cannot produce w tnesses, she nust be telling a lie
and puni shed with 80 strokes.

If later she is found to be pregnant, it is evidence that she has
conmmitted zina.

On the other hand, the person who raped her has to get off scot-free
because there are no witnesses.

Is this Islamic - to punish the victimwhile the perpetrator goes free?
We don't think that it is Islanmic at all

So, we may not appear to be inplenmenting the hudud |aw but we are
adhering to the teachings of Islam Wen we do things in Ml aysia, we
refer to the teachings of Islam In adninistration or application of the
law, we follow the teachings of Islam

Wth regard to terrorism actually we had already convened a world
conference to determne the definition of terrorism

We know that nany people are fighting for the independence of their
country, and in the course of the fighting, they may do things that appear
to be acts of terror.

But, in fact, there is no way out for them That is the only way they
can fight because they are |less well-arned than their enemies.

We do not want the independence fighters to be called terrorists. But we
have to accept the fact that certain acts like killing civilians who have
nothing to do with their fight, are acts of terror but there are
mtigating circunstances.

The Israeli Governnment can avoid conmitting acts of terror because they
have the neans, they don't have to carry out acts of terror.

The Pal estinians, they have no aeropl anes, no tanks, no nothing; the
only way they can fight back is the way they fight back. They may carry
out suicide bonbings.

If they act against civilians and not soldiers, it is still acts of
terror but it is mtigated; it is because they have no choice. If they
have a choice, |I'"'msure they would not do this.

But the Israeli Government has a choice, the Anericans have a choice not
to terrorise people by bonbing civilians, hospitals etc.

But they do that, so that is an act of terror that cannot be excused.

We cannot hit at people because we are angry and frustrated. W are
angry and very frustrated now, people are oppressing us but we cannot do
anyt hi ng agai nst them

But nmerely to kill people who are innocent because of our anger is not
right. At least to ne, | don't think it is right.
To kill people, not even the person who hit us, it is wong.

W rmust admit that it is wong. And we should avoid it if we can. If we
have ot her means, we should resort to other neans.

Mal aysia had this conference which tried to define terrorism
unfortunately, we couldn't reach an agreenent.
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