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ITis the sanme old story. And it is sounding like an old record, all this
specul ation about the general election being just around the corner.

It is the story of Pas and the DAP co-operating in the general election
even if not as allies, then at |east having an electoral pact to ensure
that the Opposition parties do not engage in three-cornered fights with
the ruling Barisan Nasi onal

The concept and idea are very clear and there is nothing conplicated
about it - marriage of conveni ence agai nst a conmon eneny.

However, the spanner in the works is the fact that Pas and the DAP have
an ideological polarity which neither seens able to conprom se, which
makes Pas and the DAP strange bedfell ows.

But the underlying factor of this ideological polarity is actually
greater than merely the inability to strike a partnership or pact.

It is tantamount to misleading their supporters as well as the rest of
the citizenry.

For backgrounders, Pas and the DAP becane allies in the self-styled
opposition front called the Barisan Alternatif a year before the 1999
general election. Their other partners were Parti Keadilan Nasional and
Parti Rakyat WMal aysi a.

The marriage | asted until Septenber 2001 when the DAP decided to pul
out under quite acrinonious circunstances.

The DAP accused Pas of reneging on their joint manifesto for the 1999
el ection when the latter decided to pursue the inplenmentation of hudud in
Terengganu apart from continuing with the pronotion of the Islamc state
concept .

The end of the three-year narriage gave the DAP the "freedont to start
its canpai gn against Pas' Islanic pursuits.

The DAP al so took the opportunity to nmake an issue of Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's Sept 29, 2001 declaration of Ml aysia
al ready being an Islanic state.

Calling the canpaign "No to 929", the DAP had been going to states which
have m xed conmunities or majority non-Miuslins to take up the issue.

DAP's "No to 929" canpaign is not only targeted at Dr Mahathir's Ummo,
but al so at the Chinese-based BN conponent parties - nanely, the MCA and
Gerakan - for endorsing Dr Mahathir's announcenent.

Since then, the DAP seens to be strutting nore confidently after a
di smal showi ng during the 1999 el ection

While all seenmed to have fallen into place - the DAP back on its own and
Pas back to co-operating with Ml ay-based parties - the naggi ng question
whi ch remains unanswered is, why is Pas still keen on wanting to co-
operate with the DAP?

As pointed out in a pro-Umo website:

"Under the tenets of Islam there are two types of non-Miuslins. One are
categorised as kafir harbi and the other kafir zimm.

"The kafir harbi are those who oppose |Islam whatever |slanic values and
principles that cone along. Muslins are disallowed from being friendly
with this group.

"The kafir zimm are those who do not oppose |Islam and Miuslins are
allowed to co-operate with this group.”

It contends that Pas, being a hardline Islamc party, would surely have
considered the DAP to be in the kafir harbi category, hence making it



wong for it to forge co-operation with the latter

That being the interpretation, the MCA and Gerakan would then be
considered the kafir zinm because they did not oppose the Islamc state
declared by Dr Mahathir.

The next question that needs to be asked is, why did the MCA and Cerakan
not feel averse to supporting the Islanmic state declaration by the Umo
presi dent ?

An Umo activist said it is sinply because the partners in BN are aware
that Umo's concept of Islamis noderate and accommpdates those fromthe
ot her faiths.

"Dr Mahathir's declaration does not entail any amendment nor additiona
provision to the constitution

"H's or Umo's concept of an ideal Islanic state is what you see
Mal aysia is today - nothing nore and nothing |ess.

"This is unlike Pas' Islanic state which propagates a whole change in
the concept of nulti-racial co-existence and will require changes to the
existing social contract between the different faiths as provided for
under the Federal and state constitutions."”

Wth that, another question that needs to be asked is, why is it that
Pas "hates" Umo and the non-Mislim partners in BN which had shown their
preparedness to support a noderate concept of an Islamc state and yet is
prepared to work with the DAP whi ch opposes both Pas' or Umo's Islanic
st ate?

"I't does not nmamke sense. Pas |eaders are so bent in doing Umo in when
the latter had never opposed its pursuit of Islanmic values, yet it is
ready to work with the DAP.

"Surely, the DAP is a greater enemy to Pas' Islanic state concept than
Umo, MCA and Cerakan," said a political observer

If Pas is honest enough, it will adnmit that its main eneny in pursuing
the Islamc state concept is the DAP, added the observer.

"By the sane token, if the DAP is honest enough, it will admt that Pas
is its greater eneny as it is capable of changing the whole political and
soci al |andscape of the nation if it gets into power," he argued

However, what is happeni ng shows otherw se.

Pas continues to mount an attack on BN while trying to play footsie with
t he DAP.

The DAP continues to pursue "No to 929" and attacks Umo and its
partners in the BN while not taking the issue to Kelantan and Terengganu
where the act of changing Malaysia from a noderate Islamic nation into a
nore hardline Islamc state is being pursued by Pas relentlessly.

The reactions to this are also predictable - both the DAP and Pas are
opposed to Umo and BN because of their excesses in nmanaging the nation.

Their grouses are not necessarily without basis all the tine.

But that does not take away the fact of their ideological grounding
which are the real reasons why certain segnents of society are their
menbers or synpathetic to their cause.

Yet, ignoring the fact that they do not seemto be concerned with their
i deol ogy when it cones to co-operating or distinguishing which is the true
eneny to their raison d etre

These two political parties are unlike the nenbers in the BN which have
nostly adopted a pragmatic approach to their pursuits.

"That gives themquite a big roomto carry out their political pursuits,
especially when they are working in the confines of a nulti-racial co-
exi stence.

"Hence, the reason why the BN had al ways been pronoting consensus,
conprom se and co-operation in its policy-making exercise" an anal yst
sai d.



"It does not meke the BN as exciting as ideol ogical -based political
parties. But it helps it solve problens easier as it is not burdened with
the fear of going against its ideology which can cause a shift in public
opi nion towards it."

Wth that, the citizenry is left w thout nuch of a choice other than
probably just to try and nmake the Opposition have a bigger voice in
Parliament without viewing it as an alternative to the BN in terns of
ruling the nation.

Even then, Pas and the DAP will be telling the sane old story over and
over again.

They will probably stop when the old record finally cracks.
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