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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Malaysian industries, especially the autonotive and
engi neering sectors, should constantly inprove their products through
research and devel opnment so that they stay conpetitive in the

i nternational market, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said tonight

The Prinme Mnister said R& was inportant and industries should never be
satisfied with what they had achi eved.

"We have to constantly inprove and upgrade whatever we have, whatever we
do and whatever we produce so that our standards are on par with those of
ot her people (countries).

"W cannot rest on our laurels. Today, our national cars are of world
standard. But in future, if we are not careful and if we do not followthe
trend (worldw de) through R&D, the likelihood is that the quality will be
substandard and we will not be able to narket them outside the country."

He said even within the country, it would be difficult to sell the cars
because soon there would be no restrictions on the inport of cars.

"There will be no differential tariffs for national car producers to
give them a headstart. So we nust always upgrade our cars as we have to
upgrade everything we produce in this country.

"The Mal aysi an autonotive industry has come a long way and it can only
get better if those involved continue to seek inprovenent in their
products and services."

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at the launching cerenony of the 14-storey Naza
Tower, which is being built in Kanmpung Baru, and the unveiling of the Naza
Ria, Malaysia's first national multi-purpose vehicle produced by Naza Kia
Sdn Bhd, at the M nes Convention Centre in Seri Kenbangan, near here

"I am confident we can achieve anything. | have seen how fast Ml aysi ans
learn to do sonmething new in any field. If at first the product is not
good, the second tinme it will be better. If we do it again and again, we
wi |l be good at doi ng whatever we are doing."

He cited South Korea as an exanple where when they cane up with their
first car it was not up to world standard.

"Today, they can conpete in the world market."

He paid tribute to Naza Mdtors for having devel oped from a conpany that
mar ket ed reconditi oned cars about seven years ago to a national car
producer and hoped it would becone the third biggest national car producer
after Proton and Perodua.

The 2.5-litre seven-seater MPV is priced at RWD8, 888 for private
regi stration and RWR9, 277.91 for conpany registration

Earlier, Naza G oup managing director Tan Sri S.M Nasimuddin S.M Anmin
said Naza Mdtors had received 4,000 bookings for the Naza R a. They had
since produced 7,500 units.

The MPV is being assenbled by Autonotive Manufacturing Mlaysia Sdn Bhd
in Pekan until Naza's own RMB00 million factory in Gurun is conpleted by
next year.

The factory will have the capacity to produce 50,000 units per year and
will enploy 1,000 people.

"When fully operational, we will launch two new nodels under the Naza
brand. They will be exported to Asean countries,"” Nasinmuddin said. Naza
Motors is the franchise holder for Kia vehicles in Mlaysia.

Nasi muddin | ater presented a Naza Ria to the Prinme Mnister and anot her
to the Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters (Bakti). It



was received by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who is Bakti
presi dent.
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