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PM Corruption is poison (HL)

Rozi ana Hansawi ; June Rani

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Ml aysians face the risk of losing the nation to the
nost persuasive corrupters if they fail to resist the tenptations of
corruption, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said tonight.

Dr Mahathir said it was incunbent upon Ml aysians to know the dangers of
corruption and bribery and to avoid them |ike poison

"Unfortunately, there are many Mal ays and other Ml aysi ans who see
corruption as an easy way to get rich," he said at the Transparency
International Malaysia National Integrity Medal awards cerenony.

"If they are not careful, they might |ose the nation to the nost
persuasi ve corrupters.”

Awar ds were conferred posthunmously on Tun Dr |snail Abdul Rahman, Tun
Tan Siew Sin and Tun Isnmail Mhaned Ali for decisively confronting
corruption in the course of their duties.

Dr Mahathir said it must be instilled in the mnds of Ml aysians at an
early age that they should reject corruption.

Young Mal aysi ans, he added, should learn from history and be constantly
rem nded of how they lost their independence and nearly lost their country
when the MacM chael treaties were signed.

"Next tinme, the exit nmay not be easy."

The treaty had proposed that Malay rulers give their consent to the
formati on of the Ml ayan Union but this was nmet with strong opposition
fromthe Malays, who |later formed Ummno.

Dr Mahathir said that corruption could be fought through good val ues and
di sci pline, and not nerely through | aws and puni shnent.

"Equip the people with this culture and three-quarters of the battle
woul d be won."

Dr Mahathir said during the colonial period, many Malay States were
unabl e to progress because of corruption

Taxes collected during that tinme, he said, never reached the roya
treasury but instead went into the pockets of the officials.

When the British decided to collect the taxes thenselves, Malay rulers
were bribed to hand over their state administration, "a virtua
col oni sation despite the charade of the socalled protectorate status of
the Malay States".

"This is a very interesting case history of how the Malay States were
colonised through bribery. Cearly a country can be conpletely | ost
t hrough bribery and corruption.”

Dr Mahathir said that while gratification was attractive, in the long
run the corrupt would have to pay a hefty price.

"A country where corruption is a way of life will never be able to
devel op, no matter howrich it may be."

He said it was fortunate Ml aysia had not reached a critical stage in
corruption.

"It is still possible to arrest and prosecute corrupt officers and their
corrupters. Indeed every year we see quite a few being prosecuted and many
had departmental action taken against them"

He stressed that corruption would continue to remain if it was practised
and turned into a culture.

Dr Mahathir said the belief that the "big fish" nust be caught while the
"m nnows" were considered uninmportant was wong as the culture of
corruption began with the m nnows. "Besides, when corruption is tolerated



among the minnows, the big fish are encouraged and society accepts the
practice, and it becomes a culture.”

He added that society should not get distracted and be consuned by
material rewards at the risk of abandoni ng personal val ues.

"l have absolutely no doubt at all that our future as a viable, nodern
and bal anced nation will depend not only on how quickly we learn to naster
cutting-edge technol ogi cal innovations but al so, and perhaps even nore
i mportant, how prepared we are as individuals and as a community to
recogni se the inportance of, what Transparency International calls, a
national integrity system"”
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