21/ 06/ 2003

"Religion one way to curb crine'

THE increase in the crinme rate is not peculiar to Malaysia but is a
wor | dwi de concern, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad

Religion could play a role in addressing this problem through the
i ncul cati on of val ues.

Sayi ng the problem was caused by a breakdown in noral values, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Today, parents cannot control their children the way it
was before. Neither can they incul cate val ues.

"This is the problem we are facing now. Pornography, porn VCDs are
distributed world-wide in the mllions and you can even download it easily
fromthe Internet."

Dr Mahathir felt the quality of the novies was also not helping, wth
vi ol ence and sex being the thenmes of choice.

"For exanple, we see Terminator 1, Terminator 2, Terminator 3 ...l would
like to terminate all of you also,” he said in lighter vein, taking aim
with an imginary machi ne-gun at journalists at the Press conference held
at the end of the second day of the Umo 54th general assenbly at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

On why wonen seened to be the majority of the victins, Dr Mahathir said
this would be the result if people were obsessed with sex

"After view ng pornography, they becone aroused and couldn't care |ess
of their actions. They do things that they have never done before."

Even the contents of novels published today contained sone el enents of
sex and vi ol ence.

"I think they (authors) are bankrupt of ideas unlike in the old days
when novels like (Emly Bronte's) Withering Heights and others were a good
read.

"But now, if there are no killings, no sex, it is no fun."

On conplaints by del egates agai nst banks and financial institutions over
their poor service in disbursing governnment funds neant for snall traders
under the mcro-credit scheme, Dr Mahathir said it was a perpetua
conpl ai nt .

"No matter what we do, people are going to conmplain. W can nake a
decision to give out noney, but the process of giving out always involves
peopl e and sonetines people do things that other people don't like."

Tol d of conplaints against people in charge of disbursing the funds and
nm ddl emen who allegedly solicited certain percentage from the |oan anount,
as feedback, to ensure pronpt approval, Dr Mahathir who is al so Finance
M nister said: "But who is demandi ng? Bank officers? It is easy to say,
but we can't prove it. If sonmebody cannot get it (loan) unless he pays
(bribe), report to us. (The public) should be brave enough to report."”



	`Religion one way to curb crime' (NST 21/06/2003)

