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West nust not perpetuate dishonesty

John Teo

I HAVE endl ess argunments with friends near and far about the idea that
denocracy in the developing world is the sure path to damnmation although
paved with good intentions.

It is hard to win converts in such argunents - such being the power of
conventional w sdom Most people are just confortable going along with the
general flow of global trends and thoughts.

But there is also a sizeable group of contrarians like nyself in many
parts of Asia - I'd like to think it is a silent ngjority - who, for
various reasons, are not prepared to give public vent to their views,
especially in the presence of Wsterners.

Former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad at | east has the
conviction and courage that he is speaking "the truth" when he regularly
articulates simlar argunments - to widespread if often muted resonance al
over the gl obe.

The "truth" being such a |oaded termin our polarised world with a

mllion shades of grey in between, | will neverthel ess not hold out that
what | believe true is the absolute and unchanging truth.

Neverthel ess, taking a leaf out of the Maoist injunction to "seek truth
fromfacts", | think | have cone across - through reading and extensive

travel within the region - enough conpelling (even overwhel m ng) enpirica
evi dence to support ny conviction. So unless such evidence changes or as
yet undi scovered new light is throwm on it, the "truth" which | hold on to
remai ns unshakeabl e.

To begin with, let us get certain historical facts out of the way.
Today's rich and devel oped countries in Wstern Europe and North Anerica
did not becone "free and denocratic" on a clean sheet of paper.

They got to where they are now through their own sordid eras of robber
barons, slave-owners and colonisers. So, there is no need for today's
sel f - appoi nted guardi ans of freedom and denocracy coming from the West.

Now | ook at all the "new' countries which have since nmade good. Japan,
Sout h Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Ml aysia, Thailand, Chile and,
now, China itself.

They all "arrived" on the back of an authoritarian streak of varying
sonetimes doubtful, benignity. Even post-war Japan has been a virtua
oneparty state with a veneer of elections and, therefore, "denocracy".

Is it any wonder that perhaps the strongest denocracy in South Anerica
today is Chile, the only country there to have gone through its own phase
of thorough, "tough-love" narket-oriented refornms under General Augusto
Pi nochet ?

What, then, to make of a country like the Philippines under the rule of
Ferdi nand Marcos from 1965 to 1983? That has to be the exception that
proves the general rule.

There can be no nodern-day defence of dictatorial rule unless such rule
serves as a neans to a nuch greater good - genuine political and economic
reforns and institutional strengthening, which otherwi se are inpossible or
difficult under the cut-and thrust of a free-wheeling denocracy.

Those of us who intellectually disagree with the way the Wst now seeks
to pronote denocracy around the world are not nor should they be comning
in fromthe defensive angle. W are, if anything, the true defenders of
denocr acy.

Denocracy, it should have been fully realised by now, is the end-state



of a fully matured society. It has never been nor can it ever be the means
towards that desired end-state.

The intellectual weight of the West, alnost all of it targeted towards
pronoting such confusion between ends and neans, backed up by gunboat
di pl omacy under the new guise of fighting international terrorism is the
root - cause of so nuch unnecessary nmisery in the world today.

Mass poverty in much of the world breeds nmassive corruption and
political paralysis and creates a vicious cycle of mass resentnent,
cyni ci sm and, eventually, violence.

All this while, the rich and powerful represented by the Wst seek to
seduce, failing which to coerce, the wetched of the world to believe that
what the West now enjoys is the product of denbcracy - when we know it is
the product of sonething el se altogether.

Such delusion on a grand international scale in the face of mounting
evi dence that denocracy does not work as the neans towards the desired
common end of all humanity can no | onger go on uncomment ed upon

The evidence belies the intellectual dishonesty of much of the West. And
if the West allows such dishonesty to perpetuate itself, we have no choice
but to ascribe not benign but rather sinister notives to the West.
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