10/ 02/ 2003
55 top | eaders confirm attendance

Rozi ana Hanmsawi

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Fifty-five of the 92 countries that have confirned
their attendance at the 13th Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM Sumrit here this
nmonth will be represented by their heads of state or Governnent.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said this attendance would
be greater than at the last summit in Durban, South Africa, in 1998 where
only 30 |eaders were present. NAM has 114 nenber nations.

"The encouragi ng response from NAM | eaders this tinme around could be due
to the nmany uncertainties that are being faced by the world now, and the
fact that the |eaders have to show that the novenent has not lost its
rel evance.

"Al so, Ml aysia has been known to be quite a pulling factor to
devel opi ng countries, which are inpressed with our rapid devel opnent," the
mnister said in his interview with TV1l's Selamat Pagi Ml aysia from
Dat aran Merdeka here today.

He told the nmorning show host Peggy Ng that Iraq too had confirned its
attendance, but it was not known yet at what level it was being
represent ed.

"And we are quite certain that Palestine will also be represented.”

At a Press conference later, Syed Hamid said even if war in Iraq wereto
take place before the sumit, "there is nore reason for NAM countries and
| eaders to neet in Kuala Lumpur because we nust have a cohesive voice, we
must be able to express our nessage of peace worl dw de".

"A war on Irag would not only affect world stability and peace, but
woul d al so worsen the econonies of devel oping countries. W nust make NAM
a relevant body and ensure that the voices of nenber nations are heard

clearly".

Syed Hamid said up till now, the escalating tensions in Iraq had not
resulted in any country pulling out of the sunmt.

"W hope none will, and we are working hard to ensure that all aspects

of the event, especially the security aspect, is well taken care of.
Not hing is being taken for granted."”

Earlier in his TV interview, Syed Ham d said Kual a Lunpur was given |ess
than a year to prepare for the sunmt.

"After the last sunmt in Durban, Bangladesh expressed its intention to
play host but it l|ater changed its m nd.

"When | asked Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad whet her
Mal aysi a should offer itself, he said okay. But then we heard |ater that
Jordan had offered to be host, so we backed down.

"However, in July last year, | received a call from the Jordani an
Foreign Mnister that due to the tense situation in the Mddle East, it
decided not to be the host. W are proud and happy to be host and want to
show the world that we can do it".
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