17/ 06/ 2003

PM s fornmer residence for public view ng

BATU GAJAH, Mon. - Malaysians will soon be able to gain insight into the
life of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad during the pre-
Putraj aya days, when his forner residence in Damansara, Kuala Lunpur, is
opened to the public as Galleria Sri Perdana.

"He leads such a sinple life; you can't believe it," said Arkib Negara
Mal aysi a director-general Datuk Habi bah Zon, citing the tattered rocking
chair and television that Dr Mahathir was persuaded to bequeath to the
col |l ection.

"Visitors will be able to see his bedroom and a room of one of his
children, the kitchen, the dining room and even the roons where he
practi sed woodwork and had his hair cut," she said after the launch of a
book on prominent personalities of Batu Gajah here today.

The book, Tokoh- Tokoh Batu Gaj ah, Perak, which conprises the biographies
of 148 personalities, was |aunched today by Sultan Azlan Shah of Perak.

An audi o-visual show, A day in the life of Dr Mahathir, will be held at
the garage, which will be converted into a theatre.

Dr Mahathir's birthplace in Alor Star is al so being preserved.
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