25/ 02/ 2003

NAM first | adies speak out for peace

THE first |adies of the Non-Aligned Mvenent yesterday appealed to
governments to prevent arned conflicts and to devote nore resources to
bui I di ng and sustai ni ng peace.

They felt that nore efforts should be nade to rid the world of social
and econonmic inequalities which were identified as the nost imm nent
threat to global peace as they give rise to poverty, inadequate healthcare
and education, under-nutrition and unenpl oynent.

In a sutimmary statenment nade available to the Press after a roundtable
di al ogue on "Invest in Peace: Say NO TO WAR' hosted by Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, the wife of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the first ladies resolved that all solutions to conflicts should
be nmade through the United Nations' system

The first ladies called upon the UN to take a lead in the global war
agai nst terrorism by addressing the root causes of disputes that gave rise
to viol ence.

They al so agreed to call on all governnents to enbrace a universal non-
di scrim natory, tine-bound conpliance regine to elimnate nuclear weapons
ot her weapons of mass destruction and excessively injurious weapons as
well as to totally ban the devel opnent, production and sale of |and m nes.

At a Press conference after the dialogue, Dr Siti Hasmah said the
partici pants had agreed to adopt the nine-point sunmary and it would be
presented to the Prime Mnister who is the new NAM chairnman.

"We hope he would be able to include a Iine or two or a paragraph in his
closing remarks," she said.

The di al ogue at Shangri-la Putrajaya, attended by 100 wonen incl udi ng 20
first |adies, spouses of Foreign Mnisters and heads of delegation, The
Associ ation of Wves of Mnisters, Deputy Mnisters and Parlianentary
Secretaries (Bakti) and non-governnental organisation nenbers, was the
brainchild of Dr Siti Hasmah. It was also attended by Datin Seri Endon
Mahnmood, the wife of the Deputy Prine Mnister, Wnen and Fanily
Devel opnent M nister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Jalil and Datin Seri Sharifah
Azi ah Syed Zainal Abidin, wife of the Foreign Mnister.

The di al ogue organi sed by the Wnen and Fanily Devel opnent Mnistry was
held in conjunction with the 13th NAM Sunmi t.

Dr Siti Hasmah said despite it being held for the first time, the
response fromthe first |adies was very encouraging

She said there was even a suggestion that
the NAM first ladies initiate a group to the United States to talk to the
American wonen in relation to the threat of war against Iraqg.

Asked whether she would initiate that visit, Dr Siti Hasmah said: "The
suggestion is going to be of help at the eleventh hour to change what
President Bush has in his mnd."

She al so said that there was group of American Congress nenbers
synpathetic to the Iraqgis' sufferings.

"Soon after our humanitarian visit to Iraq in 2001, there was a group of
Congress wonmen from Anerica who also visited Irag. So there is already a
move in a certain quarters in the Congress who are very synpathetic to the
Iragis,"” she said.

Earlier in her keynote address, Dr Siti Hasmah said wonmen nust speak out
for peace and collectively say no to war.

She said wonmen as nothers have a mgjor role in sowing the seeds of peace



anmong children who will be the guardian of long lasting peace in the
wor | d.

Dr Siti Hasmah |ater hosted a luncheon at Seri Perdana. The first |adies
later visited the Kuala Lunpur Craft Conplex in Jalan Conlay.
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