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PM Well done, Hafiz (HL)
By Ram an Sai d; Kamarul Yunus

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today congratul at ed
Hafi z Hashi mon w nning the Al -Engl and badm nt on chanpi onshi p, but
cauti oned Mal aysi ans not to spoil the chanpi on by rewardi ng him
excessively.

"I congratulate and wish himthe best. Now | would Iike to request
everybody not to spoil him" the Prime Mnister told reporters after
wi tnessing the full rehearsal of the opening cerenpny of the 13th Non-

Al'i gned Movenent Summit at the Putra World Trade Centre.

"l hope the States will not give five acres of land, one mllion in
nmoney, after that they (players) will not be able to play any nore because
what they see is only land ...noney ...land, nmoney, five nmllion, three
mllion, one billion," he said, swinging his armlike a badm nton pl ayer
inalongrally.

"W have seen what has happened to our previous chanpi ons because you
spoilt them'

Hafi z scored one of the biggest shocks in the 104-year history of the
Al'l - Engl and chanpi onshi ps when he upset defendi ng chanpi on and top-seed
Chen Hong of China to win the nen's singles title.

Hs 17-14, 15-10 win nade himthe first Ml aysian in 37 years and the
first unseeded player in 15 years to win the title, and ended Chi nese
hopes of equalling their record of winning four of the five titles.

The last Malaysian to win the nmen's singles title was Tan Ai k Huang, in
1966.

Besi des US$10, 000 (RMVB8,000) in prize nmoney, Hafiz will also receive a
bonus from Badmni nton Associ ati on of Ml aysi a president Datuk Nadzmi
Sal | eh.

Al t hough the anount, which is known as the "presidential bonus", has yet
to be announced, Nadzm previously rewarded players who won internationa
grand prix circuit titles RMLO, 000 each.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, in al so
congratul ati ng Hafiz, said the victory proved that Ml aysians could
succeed if they were committed, dedicated, disciplined and believed in the
spirit of Mal aysi a Bol eh.

Bernama quoted himas saying in a statenent today that he was
"overjoyed" with Hafiz's victory.

"H s victory has placed Mal aysia promi nently back on the world badni nton
map. It proves that our national badm nton players can again achi eve the
glories of the 1950s and 1960s.

"I extend ny heartiest and nost sincere congratulations to Hafiz and al
pl ayers and officials of the Badm nton Association of Ml aysia," he said.
Abdul | ah hoped that nore such excell ent perfornmances woul d eventual |y

return Malaysia to the ranks of world's top badm nton powers.

"Hafiz, you have proven to be the best anpbng the best, chanpi on anobng
chanpi ons. Keep it up," he said.

( END)
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