15/ 01/ 2003
Siti Hasmah: Varsity |life an avenue for students to express thensel ves

CYBERJAYA, Tues. - University life should be an avenue for students to
express thenmsel ves and becone resourceful and creative besi des gaining
intell ectual know edge.

Mul tinmedia University chancellor Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali said
today students must seize the opportunity to cultivate additional skills
such as communi cation, public relations, |eadership and organisationa
skills through co-curricular activities organi sed by canmpus societies and
cl ubs.

Dr Siti Hasmah, who is wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mbhanad, sai d:

"Wth adequate know edge and skills, university students will be able to
play a nore significant role in ensuring that our country is at the
forefront of the know edge era, thus enabling us to maintain our
conpetitiveness.

"Know edge is fast becom ng an asset and a powerful engine in various
enterprises globally. As such, it is inperative that students assinilate
and i ncorporate know edge, skills and technology in their daily lives and
j obs when they have graduated," she said at the | aunch of MMJ s E- Wek
2003.

Present were MMJ president Prof Dr CGhauth Jasnmon and E- Week organi sing
comm ttee chairman Li mJi Fong.

Dr Siti Hasnah said MMU was naking every effort to prepare its students
with the know edge and technol ogy to succeed in today's world.

On E-Week 2003, to run fromtoday until Jan 17, Dr Siti Hasnmah said the
event was to keep students abreast of the | atest devel opnments in the
engi neering field.

"Wth such fast-paced i nnovations, we nust constantly upgrade oursel ves.
Many activities have been arranged including a career fair, science fair
circuit design conpetition and many nore."

The annual E-Wek is organi sed by the university's Engi neering Society.
Besi des the career and science fairs, sem nars and tal ks by engi neering
conmpanies will al so be hel d.

Dr Siti Hasmah said she was heartened that nore girls were taking up
engi neering. "They are taking it as a challenge. Engineering is not just
about Science, Physics and Mathematics but is nore than that."

Jasnon said the university was trying to attract nore people to take up
engi neering, which has | ong been perceived as a "dry" and "frighteni ng"
field.

"W have to try to soften the public view of engineering. On our part,
we are striving to develop the curriculumto ensure that engi neering
graduates turn out as well-rounded i ndividuals."
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