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Pak Lah's efforts earn Dr Ms praise

Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Alina Sinon

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Tun Dr Mhathir Mbhamad today praised Prinme Mnister

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi for his untiring efforts in continuing to
devel op the nation

The former Prime Mnister said his successor was hardworking and willing
to visit the people at as many pl aces as possible.

"I see that he is very hardworking and willing to visit many places
although it is the fasting nonth.

"This proves he feels duty-bound to shoul der the Governnment's burden in
ensuring continued devel opnent for the nation," Dr Mahathir said on his
first trip back to Kedah since retiring on Cct 31.

He urged the people to continue supporting Abdull ah.

"W now have a new | eadership under Datuk (Seri) Abdullah. | hope
everyone will give himthe support so that he can bring about greater
success to the people,” he said when asked if Abdullah had sought his
opi nion on any matter since he becane Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahathir had earlier arrived at the Sultan Abdul Halim Airport in
Kepal a Batas on a governnent-owned Fal con DA-90.

He and his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, were greeted by about
5,000 people.

Leadi ng the welcoming party were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak
Syed Zain, his wife Datin Seri Sharifah Hami dah Syed Hanid and other VIPs.
Decked in party colours, BN nenbers and supporters waved placards and

banners to wel cone the couple.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah took more than 25 minutes to wal k the
short distance fromthe plane to the terminal as there were many people
i ncluding children who were eagerly waiting to shake hands or to present
snmal |l gifts.

The couple then nmade a brief stopover at their home in Titi Gajah before
headi ng to Pekan Rabu for a spot of shopping before proceeding to the
Fel da Laka Sel atan npsque, in Changl oon about 40km from here

There, Dr Mahathir who is the Kubang Pasu Menber of Parliament, handed
out donations to 300 orphans and w dows from the Tunjang State
constituency.

Dr Mahathir also received a "Thank You" scroll from the pupils of
Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Hosba.

The couple then joined 3,000 people in breaking fast before perforning
the maghrib and terawi h prayers at the npbsque.

Earlier, asked about the reception accorded himat the airport, Dr M
hat hir said he was touched by the large turnout.

"I am touched...although no Ionger the Prime Mnister, there are still
many who showed up to wel cone ne.

"Anyway, | am conming honme ...although not for |long because I will return
to Kuala Lunpur since | have stayed there for a while."

In jest, he added: "Sone of nmy friends here are daif (old and sick)
...sonme are suffering from lelah (breathing difficulties)."

Neverthel ess, the forner Prinme Mnister said he viewed the reception as
a positive sign that the people were still strongly supporting the
Gover nment .

"This is also a good sign for Umo and the Barisan Nasional in the next
general election since it shows that although one is no longer in power,
the people still give their support.”



Dr Mahathir also said judging fromtoday's turnout, the people showed
that they were thankful to the Governnent.

"Sonme of them said terima kasih (thank you) while others said "Thank you
for all that you have done'. The people are generally grateful

"Those who are not grateful ...well, that is sonething el se

"Most of the people are grateful and thankful since they have benefited
fromthe devel opnent brought about by the Umol ed Governnent."

Asked on his intention to help Kedah in the general election, Dr
Mahat hir said he would conme at the right tine.

"I will neet the people ...as nany people as possible to explain to them
so that they will not be misled by those with vested interests.

"This is ny responsibility. In fact, the people had hel ped ne during ny
early days in politics. Now, | want to repay their deeds."

On the political situation in Kedah, Dr Mahathir said the State has
improved a lot. In 1999, referring to the country's 10th general el ection
he sai d sonme people had exploited a certain issue.

"As such, many people were confused and they included Umo supporters
and nenbers.

"It was as if the Governnent was cruel. But now, many of them have
realised and fully understood the situation and | am confident they wll
continue to support Umo and the Governnent."

On Pas' attenpts to nislead the people, he said the Opposition party had
no | eadership qualities while its |leaders were only out to nanipul ate
Islam for their personal interests.

"They only use religion to secure cushy jobs, allowances and be a waki
rakyat."
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