09/ 09/ 2003
Peopl e of Sabah to decide (HL)

Joni st on Bangkuai ; Jasw nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Mon. - The people of Sabah will decide on the future of the
system of rotation of the chief minister's post, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said the Barisan Nasional would listen to the people
and act accordingly.

"We have to heed their feelings. If they are happy with the system we go
ahead, but if they are not happy, we nmay have to change,” Dr Mahathir said
at a Press conference after opening the Parti Bersatu Sabah's 18th annual
del egates conference at the Hongkod Koi saan in Penanpang, near here.

Dr Mahathir said this after he was asked about the future of the system
inlight of the return of PBS to the BN

Present were Chief Mnister Datuk Musa Aman, BN secretary-general Tan
Sri Mohanmed Rahmat and BN conponent party | eaders.

Dr Mahathir nmooted the idea of rotating the post anong the three major
comrunities - Muislim Buni putera, Chinese and the non-Mislim Bum putera -
during the canpaign for the 1994 State el ection.

It was to give the |leaders of each conmunity an opportunity to |lead the
State for a two-year term a practice inplenmented when the BN took over
the the State Government in March 1994,

The system was slightly nodified when Datuk Chong Kah Kiat was appointed
chief mnister in 2001, with the Mislim Bum putera assum ng the post
alternately with the non-Mislim Bum putera and Chi nese.

Asked if he would like to see the systemto be continued, Dr Mhathir,
who is BN chairnman, said it was not a question of whether he liked it but
rat her whether the people of Sabah liked it.

On whether the BN Governnent was considering introducing a law to
prevent party hopping, Dr Mahathir said he would not know if the
CGover nment coul d have such a | aw

"I don't know whether the CGovernnment can have a |aw of that sort but we
hope there will not be any party hopping between BN parties,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said preventing party hopping would be difficult, and all
the | eadership could do was to appeal to BN nenbers not to do so.

On the need for the BN to win by a large majority in the next general
el ection, Dr Mahathir said a big nandate from the people would ensure
continuity.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said differences in opinion anong
political parties had not led to unrest in Ml aysia as the people were
noderate in their views.

Referring to differences of opinion with the PBS in the past, he said in
some countries, differences were so strong anong parties that they caused
unrest and in some cases, war and bl oodshed.

"PBS is not an eneny. At tinmes, we had different opinions. In politics,
sonetines we become friends and at times we becone enemies. Those who were
enem es in the past could becone friends again," he said.

PBS pulled out of the BN on the eve of the general election in 1990 and
rejoined the coalition early last year.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was fortunate as there was peace and
devel opnment despite the multi-racial character of the nation.

Dr Mahathir, who |ast opened the PBS annual del egates conference in
1987, was conferred the "Father of National Unity" title by the party. PBS
president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan presented the award to Dr



Mahat hi r .

"We appreciate the role and contribution of Dr Mahathir in uniting the
people. The vision of unity is also the vision of PBS. W want to see
people from different races and religions living in peace and harnony,"
Pairin said.

On a report quoting Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
as saying that universities were producing crimnals, Dr Mhathir told
reporters there were people in Kelantan who were old and never went to
uni versity but had committed crines.

"I saw this picture of a rapist coming fromthe village. He was wearing
a white cap. He raped his grandchildren

"He must be very old. | don't think he went to university and nmany of
them are to be found in Kel antan."

Dr Mahathir said it was not the university that was at fault but Pas
because it did not teach proper Islam

"I don't think it is because of the university but it is because Pas
does not teach proper Islam They are teaching the opposite of Islam so
that people would get confused,” he said.
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