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PMs final | AP neeting?

Ahmad Kushai ri
* | T has been dubbed as Dr Mahathir's last | AP neeting.

The 7th International Advisory Panel neeting of the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MSC), Kkicks off on Thursday, with the usual high-level neeting
by 1 AP nenbers and representatives to discuss and provide strategic
directions of the national tech project.

Anmong those who have confirmed their participation are seasoned | AP
nenbers such as Acer Group's chairman and chief executive officer (CEO
Datuk Dr Stan Shih, Cutler & Conpany Pte Ltd's mmnaging director Terry
Cutler, and Cyber Century Forum s chairman Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan.

O hers who will be attending the neeting include Silicon Gaphics Inc's
chai rman and CEO Bob Bishop, Professor WlliamF. MIller of Stanford
University, Sun Mcrosystens' chief researchers and director of science Dr
John Gage, as well as NIT Communi cations Corp's president and CEO Masanobu
Suzuki .

But the spotlight will surely be on the outgoing Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned, who is the current | AP chairman.

He's considered the driving force behind the MSC and the growth of the
| ocal ICT industry.

It was during the launch of the Infotech Conference 1995 at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunmpur that Dr Mahathir announced the setting
up of the MSC project as Malaysia's gift to the world.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir envisioned that the MSC will be the hub for
many worl d-class | CT conpanies working in partnership with |ocal outfits.

He al so tal ked about attaining higher |evels of efficiency and
productivity through the use of information technology to transformthe
i nternal work operations and processes.

The MSC is now into its eighth year, and noving along as Dr Mahathir has
envi sioned, although it has also garnered its share of critics and
sceptics. H's departure will surely be felt by the MSC fraternity. Hence,
it could well turn out to be not just a nmenorable but also an enptional
| AP neeting this tine around.
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