05/ 11/ 2003
PNB to pay out dividends by year-end

M m Syed Yusof

| POH, Tues. - Investors in the Amanah Saham Nasional 3 Inbang (ASN 3

I mbang), Amanah Saham Nasi onal (ASN) and Amanah Saham Bumi putera (ASB)
trust funds will receive their dividends at the end of this nmonth and
year - end.

Per nodal an Nasi onal Berhad president and group chief executive Datuk
Hamad Kama Piah Che O hman said the dividend rates would be announced
soon.

He did not provide details on the anpbunt to be disbursed to unit
hol ders, but said it would be conpetitive, considering the difficult
mar ket conditions.

"I't will be announced soon but the returns will be conpetitive conpared
with other investnment instruments,” he said after hosting a "buka puasa"
for nore than 100 orphans at a hotel here |ast night.

Hamad said investors should not expect hefty returns as PNB, the
country's l|argest investnment fund nmanager, concentrated nore on long-term
returns.

"PNB gives noderately conpetitive returns even if market conditions are
bearish. "

On whether additional wunit trust funds woul d be introduced next year,
Hamad Kama said it would depend on existing nmarket conditions.

"Presently, there are still sone unsold units in Amanah Saham Wawasan
(ASW, ASN3 and ASN2."

Last year, the dividends paid out to 9,709 ASN 3 Inmbang unithol ders
totalled RMB. 17 mllion.

ASN 3 Inbang, which is PNB's third share trust fund introduced in
Cct ober 2001, is open to all Malaysians after the ASW and Amanah Saham
Mal aysi a (ASM .

The income distribution and bonus paynment for the 5.5 nillion ASB
unithol ders last year was RM2.8 billion and RML18.8 million for ASN

PNB's Amanah Saham Nasi onal Bhd nmanages a total of 10 unit trust schenes
with 7.7 mllion unitholders, and a conbined investnent of about RWM42
billion.

Ei ght of the schenmes are equity-based (ASN, ASN 2, ASN 3 I nmbang, ASB
ASW and ASM. The other two are the property-based Anmanah Hartanah PNB and
Amanah Hartanah PNB 2

On the proposed second national unit trust fund called "Dana Harapan"
Hamad Kama said it woul d probably be set up along the same |ines as PNB.

"I do not know nuch about it ...the CGovernnent is still working out the
details. But | understand the unit trust fund will conplenment PNB

"It is intended to increase the nunber of equity holders, especially
Bum putera. ™

On whether PNB would be directly involved, he said: "W'll wait and
see. "

Dana Harapan was proposed in Septenber during Budget 2004, which was
tabled by the then Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mhathir Mhanad.
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