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Probe into MPs' clainms begins (HL)

Mari na Emmanuel ; V. Anbal agan; June Rani i

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Anti-Corruption Agency officials have taken copi es of
clainms subnmitted by 14 Menbers of Parlianent whose nonthly nileage clainms
exceeded RMLO, 000.

Dewan Rakyat secretary Datuk Mhd Salleh Hassan said today that two
senior officers from Putrajaya called on him yesterday to determ ne how
claims were made.

"I explained the procedure to them and what MPs are entitled to," he
said when net at his office today.

He said another officer came to see himthis norning to obtain copies of
clainms submitted by the MPs.

"I instructed nmy officers to provide whatever assistance that was
required," he said. It is learnt that the officer also interviewed senior
accountant Sarifah Hassan on the clains.

In Langkawi, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr
Rais Yatim said all "large and unexpected” mileage clainms submtted by MPs
shoul d be investigated.

This, he said, was to ensure that such clains were justified as public
funds were invol ved.

Rais said his mleage clains had not exceeded RMb, 000 on each occasion
fromthe tinme he had becone an MP, noting that many ministers did not also
exceed this figure. Therefore, he said, reports that several MPs had
submitted nmonthly mileage clains exceeding RMLO, 000 were out of the
ordi nary.

"High clainms |ike these nmust be investigated to ensure the expenses are
justified," he said after attending the weekly Cabinet neeting chaired by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad at Gunung Raya

Rai s had been asked to comrent on reports that the ACA would interview
the 14 MPs whose nmonthly mileage clainms had exceeded RMLO, 000

Asked if there was a |limt to clainms by MPs, Rais said that an MP's
mont hly cl ai m coul d be between RMB, 000 and RW4, 200.

The MPs whose cl ai ns exceeded RMLO, 000 a nmonth are Mbhd Apandi Mhanead
(Pas-Jeli - on 10 instances), Lubuk Antu Jawah Gerang (BN Lubok Antu -
four), Abdul Rahman Yusof (Keadil an-Kemaman - tw ce), and Abdul Fatah
Harun (Pas-Rantau Panjang), Lau Hoi Chew (BN Sibu), Wnen and Famly
Devel opmrent M nistry Parliamantary Secretary and Arau MP Datuk Mastika
Junai dah Husin, Kong Cho Har (BN Lunut), Hoo Seong Chang (BN-Kluang), Lim
Bee Kau (BN Padang Serai), Goh Kheng Huat (DAP-Ni bong Tebal), Mhd Yusoff
Mohd Nor (Pas-Machang), Rami |brahi m (Keadil an-Kota Baru), Abu Bakar
O hman (Pas-Jerlun) and Mohd Nasir Che Daud (Pas-Kuala Krai) - all once

Asked whether nore "exorbitant” clainms from other MPs had been
di scovered, Rais said he was currently unaware as he did not have the
Parliament accounts with him

"However, the Government would like to determ ne the nunber of
i ndi vidual s and their associates involved, and we will continue nonitoring
this case since public funds should not be abused," he added

Asked if it was an offence for MPs to subnit excessive mleage clains,
Rais said: "It is not an offence, although such clainms rmust be verified
We need to determi ne under which allocation the clains are being nade."

Meanwhi | e, Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mhamed Zahir Ismail said the ACA
was the appropriate body to investigate the MPs.

"These MPs nmmde cl ains when the House was not in session. W do not know



the nature of their clainms and, therefore, the ACA is the right body to
probe into this matter,” he said when the House adjourned for |unch.

He said the |law should take its natural course in the matter.

He said the committee could only look into matters that occurred in the
House li ke cases of indiscipline.

"The Federal Constitution is clear that convicted MPs can be
disqualified as elected representatives if they are fined nore than
RV2, 000 or jailed nore than a year or both after all avenues of appeal are
exhausted, " he said.

Under the present scheme, MPs are entitled to a neeting allowance
(attendi ng Dewan Rakyat) of RML50 a day, RMLOO for subsistence, up to
RMROO for their stay in hotel or RVMBO for |odging (no need to provide
receipt) and mleage claimof 60 sen per km Alternatively, they could
also claimair fare.

Moharmed Zahir said this in response to Kerk Kim Hock's (DAP-Kota Ml aka)
call earlier today when speaking to reporters in the |obby that the
Privileges Comrittee, and not the ACA, |look into the matter.

Kerk, who is also DAP secretary-general, clained the comrttee chaired
by Mohamed Zahir had the authority to deliberate on the matter.

The conmittee nmade up of MPs from the Barisan Nasional and Opposition
could investigate their fellow elected representatives, he said, adding
that it was premature for the ACA to start its probe.

He said it would also | ook awkward for MPs elected to the highest
| egislative body in the country to be queried by a governnent agency.

Parliamentary Secretary in the Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Noh
Omar said the MPs should not fear ACA investigations if they could account
for what they had submitted.

Under Statute Paper 235/8, MPs are entitled to unlimted clainms by
producing receipts and invitation cards for official functions attended.
Backbencher C ub chairman Dat uk Mohd Zin Mhaned said the body woul d
extend its co-operation to the ACA. "There are sone who clained nore than
RML5, 000 a nonth. It | ooks that the MPs concerned did not stay at honme at

all," he said.

Mohd Apandi said he had been directed by his lawer to refrain from
talking to the Press.

"The ACA has not interviewed ne. For your information, there is a
progranmme al nost every day in ny constituency,” he said.

Lau said he had been in Parlianent over the last 14 years but had only
once made a claimthat exceeded RMLO, 000.

Hoo said he would | eave the matter to the ACA

However, Abdul Rahman said his clains had only twi ce exceeded RMLO, 000 a
month as his constituency was very |arge.

"Kemmaman is a big rural constituency. My clains range from RMB, 000 to
RMLO, 000 a nonth. It is (quite) a distance from one |ocation to another,"”
he said.
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