24/ 06/ 2003

Project continuity

DEVELOPMENT is neant for the country's welfare and progress and shoul d
transcend any change in the personalities that drive it. W share Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s confidence that his successor
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, will continue the country's devel opnent
projects. This is as it should be, since national devel opnent offers the
greatest good to the greatest nunber. As the country proceeds along the
road to a devel oped nation, obviously there will be nmany nore new projects
in the pipeline. These can be big infrastructure projects or just smal
projects in the rural areas.

Among the country's achi evenents in econom ¢ devel opnent is the growh
of tourism which has enmerged as an inportant foreign exchange earner.
Langkawi has now becone a noted tourist attraction due to the untiring
work of Dr Mhathir. But efforts nust continue to further devel op the
island and make it a major international tourist destination. Tioman is
another place with good potential to draw in nore tourists and there nust
be inproved infrastructure and expanded facilities there

However, whatever the projects nay be, it is equally inportant that
there should be proper followup and nmaintenance. It does not natter
whether it is a small or big facility. Over tinme, there will be less
tol erance for waste, less opportunity for trial and error. Poorly executed
projects will defeat the purpose intended and becone a dead loss to the
Governnent's efforts. There must be no let-up in the enphasis on First-
Wrld facilities at first-class and not Third Wrld standards. The
mai nt enance culture must be inculcated if we are to beconme a truly
devel oped nation.
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