11/ 07/ 2003

Pronote true Islanmic teachings, ulam urged

TRUE ul ama (Islam c scholars) should re-orientate the beliefs of the umah
(Muslim community) towards the correct interpretation of the faith and

di spel nisconceptions spread by ulama who used the religion for their
personal ends.

Commenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s speech,
Islam c scholars attending the conference said misinterpretation of the
religion by wayward ul ama was weakening and pronoting infighting within
t he unmah.

General director of the Centre for Figh Research in Sudan Professor
Shei kh Ti gani Hassan said ul ana who preached extrem sm and who used their
i nfluence to mslead the young should be elinmnated as they posed a threat
to the unmah.

He said there were nmany "inposter"” ulama today who intentionally
interpreted the religion to suit their own ends.

"The ulama are the catal ysts between the unmah and society's top
deci si on-nakers. Unfortunately, sone ulama are msleading the public
through their preaching and this wi dens the gap between the public and
soci ety's decision-nmakers."

Tigani said it fell upon the ulama to be guided by their consci ence and
the true injunctions of Islamto use their influence responsibly and not
for personal gain.

"The ball is in the ulama's court, as they are the ones who connect the
two | evels of society, the nasses and its | eaders.”

International University of Lebanon vice-chancell or Husanuddi ne
Quaraqgirah said it was the ulama's responsibility to enlighten the ummah,
pronote the true teachings of Islam and help Mislins distinguish between
the good and the bad.

"Peopl e must distinguish between ulama who preach true Islam such as
those who pronote peace, understanding and good rel ati ons between Mislins,
and those who readily describe Mislins as bl asphenpbus because the forner
do not agree with the latter's beliefs.

"There are extremists in Muslim society who think that they are right
and ot hers are bl asphenobus. This is wong and soci ety mnust distinguish
between the two - between those who interpret the religion only to divide
Musl i ms and those working for unity."

Dean of Postgraduate Studies for the International Islamc University
Associ ate Professor Dr Zal eha Kamaruddi n said ul ama should use the
conference as a platformto forrmulate nmechanisns to unite Mislins.

Zal eha, one the speakers, said ulama should clear m sconceptions anong
the ummah, especially those beliefs which had divided the community.

"The ummah has been infiltrated by certain groups of people whose only
purpose is to divide Mislins and meke them fight each other. W should be
wary of these groups and expunge them and their beliefs.”

On Dr Mahathir's call for Muslins to pursue know edge and fulfil their
collective obligations (fardhu kifayah), Institute of Islamc Thought and
Cvilisation Professor Dr Al a' eddin Kharofa said there was a need for
Muslins to pursue worldly know edge such as nedicine and science, as such
experti se was needed in society.

"Even in the Qran, it states that not everyone has to be an expert in
figh (Islamic jurisprudence), because if everyone is, then who is going to
tend to the sick or who is going to build the cities?"



Husanuddi ne said there should be a bal ance between the pursuit of
col l ective obligations and personal obligations (fardhu ain).
"The key to developing the ummah is the bal ancing of these two."



	Promote true Islamic teachings, ulama urged (NST 11/07/2003)

