15/ 11/ 2003
Tam | dailies involved in heated proxy war

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

TAM L Nesan and Ml aysi a Nanban have becone enbroiled in a heated proxy
war between Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and Datuk M G Pandithan with Page 1
| eads resenbling comrent pieces.

The Tami| Nesan yesterday led off with a story alleging that Pandithan
was scripting a drama in clainmng that Ml aysia Nanban editorial advisor
At hi Kumanan was the new Indian Progressive Front deputy president.

The newspaper clainmed this was a ploy by Pandithan to evade the |aw over
al l egations by the MC president that the former had nisled the King by
recommendi ng Athi for a datukship on grounds that he was already the party
nunber two.

It also ran an excerpt fromthe New Straits Tinmes on its front page
whi ch quoted Pandithan as admitting to the fact that Athi was not an |PF
menber at the tinme of the reconmendation

Tam | Nesan al so ran an acconpanyi ng piece which stated that Pandithan
shoul d have el ected an acting deputy president fromone of the party's
vi ce-presidents instead of choosing an outsider.

A third story clained the episode involving Pandithan and Athi had given
lie to the belief that Ml aysia Nanban had been representing the views of
the people in its editorial content.

Tam | Nesan alleged that its only real conpetition had actually been a
nmout h-pi ece for the IPF with the disclosure that Athi had been appointed
its deputy president.

Mal aysi a Nanban, on the other hand, diverted reader attention by asking
how Sany Vellu had obtained a copy of the letter from Pandithan to forner
Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad recomending Athi for a datukship.

Its lead story claimed Sanmy Vellu had breached the O ficial Secrets Act
by releasing a copy of the letter which was a secret docunent the minute
it reached Dr Mahathir.

The sub-heading for the story stated that the MC chief could be
sentenced to seven years' inprisonment if found guilty for the alleged
crime and that a police report would be |odged on the natter

Mal aysi a Nanban al so frontpaged the appointment of Athi as |IPF deputy
president with statements by him and Pandithan that this had been kept
under waps for a specific reason

It also ran a comment piece by Athi on Thursday which clained that Sany
Vel lu had to make a clean breast of certain issues which had been dogging
the MC chief for several years.

These included the poor performance of Miika Hol dings, the fate of the
Tel ekom Mal aysi a shares given to the Indian community and the question of
who were the registered owners of the party's Asian Institute of Medicine
Sci ence and Technol ogy.
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