31/ 05/ 2003
Putrajaya Summit to focus on know edge, norals

Ram an Sai d

KNOALEDGE and norals will be the focus of the Organisation of the Islanic
Conference's Putrajaya Sumrit in Cctober to restore the dignity and unity
of the Muslim world.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Mislins would continue
to be divided if they did not have the necessary know edge

"Know edge and information will |ead to developrment in Islamc
countries, and also unity," he said on the sidelines of the three-day
neeting at the lranian International Broadcasting convention centre

He said the Putrajaya Sunmit would be divided into two segnents. The
first would be an interactive session anong foreign mnisters to discuss
i ssues affecting the dignity and unity of the unmah, a followup to the
Teheran neet.

The | eaders will then neet to affirmthe stand to be taken by the
or gani sati on.

During this difficult tines, he said, there was a need for Mislim
countries to talk less and to concentrate on nore action, a view shared by
many foreign ninisters who advocated that Ml aysia play the leading role
in revitalising the OC Malaysia will assune the chairmanship of the 57-
nmenber organi sation in Cctober.

He said many nenber countries held high hopes of Ml aysia and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad providing an effective |eadership.

He said many foreign mnisters whom he net for bilateral talks had said
that Malaysia was in the best position to lead the AOC

"We tal ked about issues confronting the organisation, its future
chal l enges and the Putrajaya Summit where everyone stated their confidence
that it would be successful

"Many al so asked about Dr Mahathir, whom | think is one of the main
reasons whi ch has hel ped Mal aysia to be better known among Muslim
countries and in the world."

He said the nministers also wanted to know Malaysia's formula in
transform ng the country to what it was today.

"They are interested in learning how we are able to manage our econony
wel | and have a strong foreign policy like standing firm on issues such as
Iraq, Palestine and Iran despite pressure from the superpowers.”
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