18/ 10/ 2003

O C strongly condemns Israeli regine's persecution of Arafat and

THE Organisation of the Islanmc Conference yesterday strongly condemmed
the Israeli reginme's unwarranted threats against Pal estinian |eader Yasser
Arafat and continued persecution of the Pal estinian people.

The worl d's |argest grouping of Mislimnations, in reaffirmng its
denunci ation of the Jewish state's expansionary policy, called on the
international comunity to force Israel to stop the construction and
renove the apartheid wall encroaching on Pal estinian |and

In a 20-page comuni que issued at the end of the two-day Putrajaya
Sunmit, the organisation also urged the United Nations to help renove
Israeli settlenents in accordance with UN Security Council resolution 465
of 1980. It also called for the restoration of the conmittee established
by the UN Security Council to monitor the settlenents in Arab territories
occupi ed since 1967

"The Israel Governnent should also fully wthdraw from the occupied
Syrian CGolan Heights," it stated.

Arafat was unable to attend the summit due to internal bickering and
threats to his safety by the Israeli Governnent. On Israeli aggression
agai nst Syria, the conference, in support of the Arab republic, condemmed
the act as a violation of international [aw and the UN Charter.

It comended Syria for exercising restraint over the Israeli attacks and
demanded that the UN avoid a recurrence of the aggression.

The 106- poi nt docunent al so urged the international Quartet to work on a
conprehensi ve peace plan in the Mddle East to inplenment the rel evant
resolutions, including the Madrid Principles, the Arab Peace Initiative
and the Road WMap.

The conference stressed the 57-nmenber grouping's comrtnment to boycott
Israel and urged all nenbers to strengthen their co-operation in the
endeavour.

The O C, chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, also
wel comed the presence of Russian President Viadimir Putin, who is keen to
have stronger ties with the OC. The |eaders also reiterated the need for
the international comunity to respect Iraq' s sovereignty and the right of
the Iragis to chart their own future.

They al so supported the constitution of the Transitional Governing
Council and described it as a step towards self-rule.

Wiile reiterating its non-interference policy on Iraqi internal affairs,
the conference urged the UN to play a greater role in post-war Iraq

It urged Irag to forge good relations with its neighbours

The conference condemed the terrorist bonbings on the Jordani an and
Turki sh enbassies, the UN headquarters in Baghdad and the holy places in
Al -Naj af and the killing of Dr Agila Al -Hashim, a nenber of the governing
counci | .

It called for the prosecution of the former Iraqgi regine's officials who
commtted crines against their own people.

On Afghani stan, the conference comended efforts by the transitiona
government in rebuilding the country and asked O C menbers to |end
support.

The conference declared all states had the right to devel op nucl ear
energy for peaceful purposes. In this context, the Mislim | eaders wel coned
Iran's close co-operation with the International Atom c Energy Agency.
Iran has until Oct 31 to submit full disclosure of its nuclear programe



to the agency, considering the US and its allies had alleged the country
was meki ng atomi c bonbs.

The conference expressed its commitnment to pronote and preserve human
rights and called for transparency, co-operation, tolerance and respect
for other cultures and religions.

It is also conmitted to conbating terrorismin all fornms and
mani festation, including state terrorism and contributing to nultilateral
efforts to counter the scourge.

It called on the international comunity to sign a convention on
international terrorism to distinguish between terrorism and the
legitimate struggle by people living under foreign occupation.

Considering the failure in last nonth's Wrld Trade Organisation's
m ni sterial conference in Mexico, the conference appealed for nultilateral
trade pacts through a wi de range of neasures.
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