29/ 09/ 2003

"Smooth transition fromDr Mto Abdull ah'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - There will be a snooth transition of power on Cct 31
from Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badaw ,
who has proven his abilities in running the Government and chairing

Cabi net nmeetings during the Prime Mnister's absence

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
today all quarters should play their role in ensuring that Abdullah was
able to carry out his duties snoothly.

"There was no problem faced by Abdullah when he was running the
Government when Dr Mahathir was away on |eave or on visits abroad. W have
to get used to the new person in charge and Abdul | ah has proven hinself.

"All |eaders and ministers should play their role to assist Abdullah as
ours is a collective Cabinet and not one which belongs to an individual
W& nust give Abdullah the same support that we have given Dr Mahathir
t hr oughout hi s | eadership.

"OfF course, we will mss Dr Mahathir's presence in the Cabinet and
Government but he has given us an assurance that he will continue to play
his role in the party," Rafidah, who is Wanita Umo chief, said after
openi ng a sem nar on Budget 2004.

The one-day sem nar organi sed by Wanita Umo's housi ng and town pl anni ng
bureau focused on housing opportunities provided under the Budget. It was
held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

She said this when asked to coment on Dr Mhathir's statenment yesterday
that he will step down on Cct 31.

He said that his decision was final and he could not go back on his word
as this would make himlose his credibility.

She said the people had to be constantly reninded as at tines they
tended to forget that the country's devel opnment and econonmic growh were
due to the role played by BN

"Some people think they will still enjoy the same devel opnent and
econom ¢ growth irrespective of which party is in power.

"This is not true as the Qpposition does not have the same credibility
like the BN Governnment to overcone problens |ike the financial crisis,"”
Raf i dah added.



	`Smooth transition from Dr M to Abdullah' (NST 29/09/2003)

