23/ 04/ 2003
Paris NAM tal ks on Iraq

Sul ai man Jaaf ar

KOTA BARU, Tues. - Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar will neet
his Non- Ali gned Movenent (NAM counterparts from South Africa and Cuba in
Paris on May 2 to discuss actions needed to be taken follow ng the attack
and occupation of Iraq by the United States and its allies.

Syed Hami d said the "troika" - conprising the present NAM chai r man, past
chairman and future chairman - has been given the nandate to di scuss maj or
i ssues involving the novenent, of which Iraq is a nenber.

Mal aysia is the present chairnan of NAM South Africa the past chairnman
while Cuba is the in-com ng chairman.

"We have to take sonme form of neasure and the voices of menber countries
nmust be heard in order the novenment remains rel evant.

"The situation now is critical ...with the many new approaches that wll
be taken to handl e the occupati on and post-Saddam Hussein issues,” he
sai d.

Syed Ham d was speaking to the Press after attending an Iraq
humanani tari an gathering at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Sal or near here
last night. Also present were Kelantan Umo chairman Datuk Muistapa Mhaned
and Pasir Mas Umo division chief Datuk |brahim Ali.

The Foreign Mnister said the troi ka had been given the nandate as it is
difficult to bring together all NAM nenbers.

He said decisions nade at the Paris nmeeting will be conveyed to NAM
menber countries.

"W will also be getting 20 inputs amobng Third Wirld countries as part
of our effort in pronoting gl obal peace,” he said.

Syed Hami d al so said Gernan Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and Russian
President Viadmr Putin were expected to visit Ml aysia soon to repay the
visits nmade earlier by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mbhaned.

"Besi des discussion on two-way relations including trade and investnent,
the leaders will also touch on current political devel opnents, especially
involving Iraq," he said.
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