12/ 11/ 2003

Reduce cerenpbny and extravagance

THERE is a penchant in Ml aysia for elaborate cerenonies and functions
especially when the occasions are graced by the presence of a minister or,
nore so, the Prime Mnister and the Rulers. The grander the function, the
better it is for the organisers. The nunber of invitees is also to be the
maxi mum possi bl e and the poshest of places booked. And there nust be a

| avish tea break. The invitees should also not go back enpty-handed but
nmust be given door gifts, with the nost expensive, often unusable and
irrelevant, reserved for the guest of honour

Even governnent departnents and agencies are not spared the fenonena.
Government officers invited feel obliged to attend, including those who do
not really need to. They will then be absent fromtheir desks and if the
function takes place in the norning, their whole nmorning is rendered as
wast ed.

If it is in the afternoon they knock off after the cerenmony. It has cone
to a stage where the cerenopnial aspect is given nore attention than the
actual event. In the case of senminars or conferences, the substantive
del i berations take a back seat.

Thus, the tinely renminder by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi to government departnents and agencies not to be | avish when
organising their events and functions, including the |aunching of
projects, but to be nodest and sinple. There have been such rem nders
before, even by Tun Dr Mhathir Mhanmad. Al canme to naught. Pak Lah
shoul d scrupul ously enforce this, so that it won't again succunb to the
panas panas tahi ayam syndrone.

Dr Mahathir had |lamented the tendency of too many officials, including
seni or governnment officers, to present thenselves at airports to send him
of f or welconme him back on his visits overseas, or even outstation. One
particular inmportant out-of-town politician was always in attendance, as
if he had nothing better to do. Abdullah hinself has comrented on the
presence of over 40 vehicles following himon a visit to the flooded areas
in Kedah recently. Some had no business to be there, but tagged al ong
nerely to show their faces. It would have been beneficial if they had at
| east rendered sonme help to the victins.

There was sone conpliance with Dr Mahathir's advice before, but only for
a short while. Hopefully, this current directive will be adhered to and
sustained. In the past few days, Abdullah has been setting the tone - to
curb corruption, mnimnmse bureaucracy and politicking and now to reduce
extravagance.
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