01/11/ 2003
Regional tributes to Dr M
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad's retirenent also has al so

elicited regional reactions.
In Singapore, The Straits Tinmes in its editorial, says that Dr Mhathir

has been such a permanent fixture, "it will be hard to conceive of a
nei ghbour hood wi thout him Correction - make that a world stage.
Si ngapor eans, anobng nmany others, it says, will have to nake a nental

adjustnent. The editorial notes that Dr Mahathir's retirenent is
wel | ear ned.

"Thi s newspaper which on occasion had incurred the wath of his
government has little doubt he will not sinply fade away in Langkawi to
wite his memoirs."

The Singapore Business Tines, in its editorial focuses on the Ml aysian
prem er's disappointrment with Ml ays.

"Notwi t hstandi ng his many achi evenents, by his own reckoning, Dr
Mahat hir relinquishes the prine mnistership today a disappointed man," it
says.

As Dr Mahathir has often said, the Malay comunity did not live up to
his anbitious vision for them said the newspaper.

The Today newspaper, gave a front-page coverage of Dr Mahathir
headl ined: "An era ends today and Dr Mis ready to sail alone."

After 22 years of political rhetoric and a shock resignation
announcerent in June |last year, Dr Mahathir is finally retiring to "sail
round the world alone,” it quoted the premer as saying yesterday.

Channel News Asia has been show ng special reports on Dr Mahathir during
its prine-tinme news for the past few days, and it has also created a
speci al segment dedicated to the expremier on its web site.

In Jakarta, many |ndonesians are full of praise for Dr Mahathir and say
they will miss his |eadershinp.

They see Dr Mahathir not just as the Malaysian Prime Mnister but as an
Islamic | eader close to their hearts.

"Hs voice is very much our voice. W are proud of him Malaysia is
lucky to have had such a |eader,” said Mnes and Energy M nister Purnono
Yusgi ant or o.

Purnomb was the last Indonesian minister to be with Dr Mahathir before
his retirenent today.

He was assigned by President Megawati Sukarnoputri as Mnister-in-

Att endance when Dr Mahathir visited central Java, |ast week, to receive
the Honorary Engineering Award from the Asean Federation of Engi neering
Or gani sati ons.

To the hundreds of workers of Bawean Island in the Java Sea off the
northern coast of the island of Java, who had worked in Mlaysia, their
attachnment to Dr Mahathir is so deep that they had named a road in their
village after him

The Jakarta Post in its editorial "Mhathir Mhamad' s Legacy" also paid
tribute to Dr Mahathir and for the orderly transfer of power to his
successor.

It said that an orderly |eadership succession was one of the npst
i nportant achi evenents that a devel opi ng non-Western country could attain.
"Dr Mahathir has shown that it is politically feasible for a non-Wstern
country to manage an orderly succession.”
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