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Reins tightened on mmj or devel opnents

Jenni fer Conez

DEVELOPERS pl anning to build new townshi ps containing nore than 10, 000
residents will now have to get "binding advice" fromthe newy established
Nat i onal Physical Planning Council (NPPC) before they can start work.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad will chair the NPPC which
cones under the purview of the Mnistry of Housing and Local Covernnent's
Town and Country Pl anning Departnent.

Devel opnments that are considered sensitive to the environnent as well as
big infrastructure projects would also have to go to the council for
bi ndi ng advi ce before work can begin.

"This is a Federal Governnment initiative that has taken three years
during which we revanped the Town and Country Planning Act," said Housing
and Local Governnent Mnister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting early this week after
the launch of Country Heights Holding Bhd' s Exclusive Homes 2003 property
exhi bi tion.

"The deputy chairman of the council is the Deputy Prine Mnister, while
all the chief nministers are made conmpul sory menbers."

The exhibition, will be held fromCct 16 to 19.

Ong said the NPPC has a working committee headed by the Housing
M nistry's secretary-general and will be in charge of ensuring the
i mpl enentation of all guidelines set by the council

He said the advice given is to be taken seriously as it is "binding".
The working committee will neet once every nonth while the NPPC, which net
for the first tinme three weeks ago, will follow up with a meeting every
four nonths.

"Environmental |y sensitive projects are those that involve water
catchnment areas, the cutting of hills, the leveling of rivers and so on.
W believe that flood and |andslide problens, for exanple, can be
al l eviated by having such control neasures," Ong said.

"What is happening now is that certain state and | ocal authorities
approve devel opnments without taking into consideration how the projects
wi |l inpact neigbouring areas or states.”

Ong added that a study by the Town and Country Planning Department to
put the entire physical devel opnent of West Ml aysia into one master plan
woul d be ready by the end of this year

"Wth this plan, we want to identify the areas that have been over-
devel oped, areas that have potential for devel opnent and those that should
be |l eft untouched, for exanple, forest reserves.

"This is in line with the Government's serious effort of achieving a
sust ai nabl e and bal anced devel opnent, without subjecting the natura
environment to any further harm"”

At the launch of Exclusive Homes 2003, Country Hei ghts managi ng director
Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew said the exhibition is not limted to high-end
properties alone.

"It is open to developers with innovative offerings, for example in
ternms of house designs and ICT features," he said.

Lee said CHHB would also unveil a plan at the exhibition to help young
nmenbers of the workforce with stable incones to own houses at a | ower
entry cost.

"For exanple, for a RvB8,000 unit, I amtrying to cone up with a plan
where purchasers would only have to put a downpayment of RMB, 000 and pay
instal ments of | ess than RVMb0OO for about 25 years.



"Then, in the 28th year, apart from owning the house, they would get
back the purchase price they paid for the house," he said.
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