16/ 08/ 2003

Pak Lah: MCA, Gerakan should find ways to resolve squabble

KEPALA BATAS, Fri. - Barisan Nasional deputy chairman Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi today urged MCA and Gerakan |eaders especially in Penang to
stop making statenments that will jeopardise relations between the two
parties.

He said such an exchange of words between |eaders of two conponent
parties in Barisan Nasional was not a good devel opnent for the coalition
and should therefore be stopped i medi ately.

"I urge the MCA president (Datuk Seri Ong Ka ting) and Penang Gerakan
head (Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon) to have discussions and find ways to stop
this."

Abdul I ah, who is the Deputy Prine Mnister, said Ong and Dr Koh had
gi ven him assurances that they would settle the differences soon so that
they could work together to ensure BN s victory in the next genera
el ecti on.

"l hope there are no nore problens or nisunderstandi ngs between the MCA
and Gerakan as our focus nust be on preparing for the general election.

"Koh has briefed ne on the problem between both parties and | have
advised himto neet Ong to settle the differences," he said after
perform ng the ground-breaking cerenony for the RW nmillion Yayasan Bud
Penyayang's community centre, known as Pusat Budi Penyayang, near here.

He said this when asked to comment on the series of exchanges between
the State MCA and Cerakan with regards to their relationshinp.

Last Sunday, when opening the MCA general assenbly, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad |i kened MCA and Gerakan as siblings, describing MCA as
"abang" and Gerakan as "adik".

"Abang (the elder brother) |oves the younger brother (adik) and the
younger one should not cause trouble," said Dr Mahathir, who is BN
chai r man.
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