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Resol ving ummah's woes
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THE 10th Organisation of the Islamc Conference Summit opens today wth
| eaders from 57 Muslim countries seeking consensus to resolve a host of
problens afflicting the unmmah.

This year's sunmit is the first to be hosted by a Southeast Asian
country and affirnms the growi ng prom nence of Ml aysia and the region as
ener gi ng Musli m power houses.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad wi ||l address the opening
of the sunmit as its chairman.

An announcerent on a special award in his honour, called the "Mhathir

Award for Islanmic Studies" will also be made during the cerenony.
The largest gathering of Islam c nations since the Sept 11, 2001
attacks, will be dominated with difficult questions on post-war Iraq and

the O C s role.
The 35 Heads of State and Government, who will huddl e over the next two

days at the Putrajaya Convention Centre, will be faced with stark
di fferences of opinions on how to help the occupied country return to
nor mal cy.

Iraq's CGoverning Council had rejected the involvenent of troops from any
A C nenber, saying it was nore confortable working with US-1ed occupation
forces.

An eagerly-awaited O C resolution which could have paved the way for
menbers to contribute to lragq's restoration and reconstructi on was
der ai | ed.

The Governi ng Council yesterday asked the 57-menber grouping for a
post ponenent on the resolution in order to await for a United Nations
Security Council decision being debated at the world body.

This cane about after a request nmade at the UN Security Council by
France, Gernmany and Russia for the US to set an exit tinetable fromlraq
was rejected by the Americans.

UN secretary-general Kofi Annan, who was scheduled to attend the AQC
sunmit, cancelled at the last mnute to attend to the matter.

Despite the setback, there is still optimsmthat the OC s traditional
declaration on Palestine will be followed through this tinme around with
action.

There has been growing calls for OC nenbers to either impose econonic
and political sanctions on Israel or pressure the United States, Israel's
chief ally, into action.

Amid such difficulties, the OC sunmit this tine around will pay greater
enphasi s on the devel opnent of |slam c-based trade and financi ng anong
menbers, which, at present, stand at a nere 11 per cent.

O C secretary-general Dr Abdel ouahed Bel keziz called on Mislim countries
to seize the opportunity to reinforce trade anong |slanic nations,
describing the Wrld Trade Organisation mnisterial meeting in Cancun,
Mexico, as a failure.
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