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Revelry in the rain as New Year dawns

MALAYSI ANS showed their irrepressible party spirit last night as fears
of

possible terror attacks in major cities worldw de had no effect on the
nation's jubilant welconm ng of 2003.

Dazzling lights, colourful carnivals and glittering fireworks ushered
in
the New Year with thousands of merry-makers thronging public squares
streets and nightspots, unfazed by the jitters felt el sewhere

London's Trafal gar Square was closed for New Year's Eve this year anid
terror alerts and British revellers were urged by the police to stay
away
from central areas of the capital, while international news agencies
reported that New Year celebrations in several other countries such as
t he
United States and Australia had been scal ed down, cancelled or
acconpani ed
by a huge security force.

Undaunted revellers in Ml aysia, which included many tourists,

t hronged
the streets in major towns which were decorated and all 1it up.

Despite rain in several locations earlier in the evening, celebrations
proceeded unabat ed.

At the Kuala Lunpur City Centre (KLCC), thousands of people from all
wal ks of life packed the area and were treated to a spectacul ar show of
giant inflatables, martial arts denonstrations and perfornmances by
magi ci ans and fire-eaters.

The crowd, which included nany tourists and expatriates, was al so
thrilled by cultural performances |ike the wayang kulit. Singers I|ike
Nor a
and others also put up a good show.

At the stroke of mdnight, a stunning display of fireworks filled the
ski es.

M nutes before the countdown, 10 BASE (Building, Antenna, Spans and
Earth) junpers did an "extrene dive" fromthe 73rd floor of the Petronas
Twi n Towers.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who arrived at 10.30pm
told the 100, 000-odd crowd |ater that he hoped Ml aysia stayed peaceful
and its citizens prosperous.

Asked by a foreign reporter on what he thought of the celebrations, Dr
Mahat hir said all races of Ml aysia and foreigners had cone together to
usher in the New Year and "the spirit was there".

At Dataran Merdeka, the people, nost of them fanmilies with young
children, gathered since 9pm to usher in the New Year against the
backdr op
of a brightly-lit Sultan Abdul Samad Buil di ng.

At the stroke of 12, the crowd, who had by then nunbered around
10, 000,
was treated to a five-nmnute fireworks display from Padang Merbok



In Jalan Bukit Bintang, revellers dining at the Bintang Wal k
restaurants
and sidewal k cafes stared incredulously into the famus streets as it
began to rain at 8pm

But the weather did not danmpen their mpod or the spirit of New Year's
eve as many took a wet stroll, savouring the |last hours of 2002

Bal | oon pedl ars were seen battling their colourful balloons in the
wi nd.

The rain later eased to a drizzle and the nood picked up again as nore
people arrived, dressed up to the nines to welcone the New Year.

The crowd al so gathered around Sungei Wang Pl aza, watching the
exciting
performances that started with a hair and fashi on show

At the stroke of midnight, thousands ushered in 2003 with a thunderous
roar and a dazzling fireworks display filled the skies.

Per f ormances organi sed by YTL Corporation Berhad and held on a stage
set
up at Starhill, got the crowd grooving as early as 7pmuntil l1lam on New
Year's Day.

Bands |ike Pop Shuvit, the Teh Tarik Crew and Poetic Anmp, and solo
artistes Reefa and Jason Lo rocked the crowd.

More than 1,000 police personnel assisted by Rela menbers were on duty
in Kuala Lunpur nore for traffic and crowd control than for security.

Around the city, lights were strung from big trees, appearing like
gl owi ng vines, along Jalan Raja, Jalan Kuching and Jal an Bukit Bintang
whi |l e decorative lights were on |anp-posts along nmany other roads

At Bangsar Baru, the celebration centred in Jalan Telawi Tiga.
Thousands
of people, mainly youngsters, waited along the road or patronised the
caf es and pubs awaiting the New Year

The area turned into a huge "street disco" as nusic blared from
speakers
situated at strategic points along the streets.

In Ipoh, thousands joined new y-appoi nted Datuk Bandar Sirajuddin
Sal | eh
at Dataran |Ipoh to usher in the New Year

The crowd flocked to the city's landmark as early as 7pm despite a
l'i ght
shower. They were entertained to Ml ay, Chinese and Indian cultura
dances
and songs by artistes.

Sirajuddin led the crowd to a countdown of the New Year and thereafter
to the raising of the Jalur Genilang.

Imredi ately after, the skies were lit up by fireworks followed by a
speci al | y-conposed New Year song by the City Council chorus

The city folk also flocked at various venues to catch shows by
NUMer ous
perform ng arts groups.

Yout hs and young professionals were also seen bar-hopping at the |poh
Garden East entertai nnent area which has a dozen of pubs and bistros.

Streets in the area, dubbed as |Ipoh's "Mni Bangsar", were transforned
into an open-air disco where nost of the patrons danced away.

H gher up were New Year celebrations in Genting Highlands, where the
"Let's Celebrate! Year-End Festivities at Genting" entertained party-



goers.

In Penang, sonme 100,000 people celebrated at various popul ar
ni ght spot s.

At mdnight, fog-horns of ferries and ships sounded as fireworks
di spl ay
and a Wl come 2003 Concert drew nore than 60,000 revellers to the
Espl anade, George Town.

About 50, 000 crowded the nunicipal field in Jalan Bagan Luar
Butterworth, to witness a Chingay procession and a concert that
fol | owed.

As seconds ticked away, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who
joined the revellers at Esplanade, and Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr
H |l m Yahaya, who was in the municipal field, led State VIPs in the New
Year countdown.

A 10-minute fireworks display amd shouts of "Happy New Year" filled
t he
air and vehicles, with horns blaring, craw ed al ong

In Kuching, Sarawak Tourism Year 2003 kicked off in a glittering
cerenmony at Padang Merdeka.

Thousands of people, including foreign tourists, watched the |aunch by
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abang Mihammad Sal ahuddi n Abang Bari eng

Several artistes and cultural troupes entertained the crowd who had
cone
as early as 6pm

Sarawak Tourism Mnister Datuk Seri Abang Johari Tun Abang Openg said
STY, the first to be organised by the State Governnent, was to create
awar eness of Sarawak and its rich cultural and natural wonders to the
wor | d.

"It will be a stinmulus to diversify our econom c base,” he said.
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