02/ 03/ 2003

PM concei ved environnentally friendly resort

LANGKAW, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad was
credited as the person who conceived the idea for the RMLOO million five-
star Langkawi Lagoon Resort in Padang Matsirat here today.

The resort, which incorporates an architectural blend of the Ml ay
kanmpung house and kelong (a traditional fishing platforn), was devel oped
by Tema Tel adan Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of MK Land Hol di ngs Bhd

MK Land Hol di ngs executive chairman Tan Sri Mistapha Kanmal Abu Bakar
said the Prine Mnister suggested that the resort be built in an
environnentally friendly way as he was unhappy about seafront projects
damagi ng the surroundi ng environment.

"W responded by building on the sea using stilts, recreating a nixture
between a Malay village and kelong," he said at the opening of the resort
t oday.

As the resort is |located near Sungai Ml aka, Mistapha Kamal said Dr
Mahat hir suggested it incorporate designs of traditional shophouses in
Mal acca' s Jonker Street.

Miust apha Kamal also invited tourism operators to help MK Land popul ari se
the adjacent Kuala Ml aka River Park, built by the Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority and conpleted early | ast year.

He said the Langkawi Devel opnment Authority (Lada) had asked MK Land to
manage the park, which had a network of wooden boardwal ks, a | ookout tower
over the mangrove swanp, a 5km jogging and cycling track, and several
Mal ay- styl e open-air halls.

"We plan to organise traditional activities, conpetitions and sporting
programres as well as cultural performances to allow tourists to sanple
the local lifestyle."

The resort, which had its soft opening in April last year, is the
conpany's third resort after Bukit Merah Laketown Resort and Tai ping CGolf
Resort.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, acconmpanied by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
opened the Joran Perdana fishing conpetition organised by Berita Harian.

The Prine Mnister and Dr Siti Hasmah also tried their hand at fishing
before heading to the resort's Rajawali restaurant to nmeet 21 children
from the Langkawi Devel opnent Centre for the Special Children.

Wiile Dr Siti Hasmah joined the children for brunch, Dr Mahathir boarded
a boat to visit a nearby floating fish hatchery managed by the resort.

Dr Mahathir |ater attended the groundbreaking cerenmony of the Second
Phase of the Underwater Wdrld Langkawi in Pantai Cenang.
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