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Ri si ng uptake of wireless technol ogy

Sharifah Kasim
| NTERACTI VE Channels Sdn Bhd (InterChannel) is optimstic that its
business will pick up in the second half of this year.

The conpany, a provider of wireless and Internet solutions, is targeting
RV6 million in turnover this year with focus on the education and public
sectors, said its vice president of business devel opnent and operation
Tengku Azman Tengku Zai nal Abi din.

The conpany, he added, also expects to benefit froma greater uptake of
the wirel ess technology in the |ocal narket.

"The prices of wireless solutions are increasingly getting nore
conpetitive and this factor has driven nore adoption of the technol ogy
here. Wreless technology will continue to conplenment, not replace |and-
based connections, and it clearly has gromh potential," he said in Kuala
Lunpur on Tuesday.

I nterChannel will also be offering a new wireless solution fromthe
United States to be nade avail abl e next nonth.

The conpany is providing wreless broadband connectivity to del egates
and visitors of the Umo General Assenbly taking place at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre. Wth hotspots covering such areas as nmain halls and the
nmedia centre at the PWC, users can connect to the Internet wirelessly
t hroughout the event, Tengku Aznman said. The service runs on the 802.11b
standard wi th broadband connection of up to 10 megabits per second

Time is sponsoring the leased line for the wireless broadband connection
wort h about RM200, 000, while relevant applications and infrastructure from
I nterChannel is worth another RML50, 000. Co-sponsors of the facility al so
i nclude Benqg and 3Com Tengku Aznan said |InterChannel and its partners are
al so enabling a live Wb conferencing between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamed and Mal aysi an students abroad, schedul ed today.

Proceedi ngs of the Assenmbly can also be viewed via http://ww. umo-
online.com Visitors and del egates can also view the Umo Online and Kel ab
Umo. com sites from 20 personal conputers at the PWC.
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