19/ 06/ 2003
“Party has pool of talented |eaders

reports on "Umo Ceneral Assenbly 2003" by Noor Adznman Bahar udi n;
THE snmooth transition of power in Umo proves that the party has a pool of
tal ented and capabl e | eaders who have the potential to take over the
| eadership and continue upholding the country's interests.

Umo Youth head Datuk Hi shanmuddin Hussein said the novement fully
supported and respected the transition of power from Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badaw .

"This transition of power should proceed snoothly w thout any political
manoeuvring. As party nenbers, we should be aware of our responsibilities
and role in strengthening Umo.

"It is our responsibility to carry out the wi shes and aspirations of Dr
Mahathir and we will abide by the party's tradition and fully support the
transition of power," said H shamuddin in his keynote address at the
openi ng of the Ummo Youth assenbly yesterday.

H shamuddi n said he did not wish to see Youth nenbers blindly follow ng
certain quarters in using the transition of power issue as a polenmic to
j eopardi se unity.

"Dr Mahathir decided to step down when Umo and the Governnent are in a
strong position. The nove reflects the high values of a respected |eader
who is truly conmtted to his people and also his struggle for the nation.

Hi shammuddi n sai d Umo Youth nenbers had a big role to play in facing
the various chall enges and strengthening the party.

He said the party had gone through many chall engi ng nonents.

"Umo Youth has always noved together as a unit at anytine and anywhere
to fight for our country, religion and race. Things are now different
conpared with the past as the role and contributions of Umo Youth are now
nore felt and appreciated.

"The recognition given would notivate us to carry out nore successful
programres. W have proven ourselves with the Peace Ml aysia gathering
where we had assenbl ed nore than 1,500 non-governnental organisations and
nore than 200, 000 people during our rally."

On religion, H shammuddin said Ml aysia was now recogni sed and
acknowl edged as a spokesman for other Islamc countries.

"We are happy with the recognition but we are sad with the present state
of Islamc countries and al so the March 20 incident, when the United
States and its allies attacked Iraq."

On education, which H shamuddi n described as one of Umo Youth's main
priority, he urged all quarters to join efforts to strengthen the nationa
school s.

"The confidence anong the people for national schools nust be built. A
new di mension has to be given in ternms of finance, human resources and
curriculum for the devel opnent for such schools.

"W want to see the national schools becom ng centres of excellence not
only in ternms of academic but also physical devel opnent.”

Hi shammuddi n al so said that Umo Youth had fornmed a public conplaints
unit to address problens faced by the people on various issues.

He said that until April this year, the unit had received 512
conpl aints, out of which 70 per cent had been resol ved

On the next general election, H shamuddin said: "This is our nobst
i mportant assenbly before the election. | have constantly rem nded al
Yout h | eaders and menbers that progranmes nust be conducted with specia
focus on the election.™



H shanmmuddi n said from last June till now, Umo Youth had recruited
56, 609 new nenbers while 102,162 new applications had been received.
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