19/ 05/ 2003
Sanbant han renenbered

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

THE Tanmi| newspapers renenbered the 24th death anniversary of former MC
president and first post-Merdeka | ndian Cabinet minister Tun V.T.
Sanbant han yest erday.

Tami | Nesan carried a conpilation of tributes to the Indian |eader from
| eadi ng personalities at that tine such as former Lord President Tun
Mohanmed Suffian Hashim former prinme mnisters Tengku Abdul Rahman Putra
Al -Haj and Tun Hussein Onn, and M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vell u.

P. Arunasal am quoted from the experiences w th Sambant han which the
| eadi ng personalities had cited in their nmessages of condol ence

Mal aysi a Nanban's contribution cane in the form of poens from readers
celebrating the Iife and tinmes of Sanmbanthan, who was part of the team | ed
by the Tengku which went to London to negotiate independence from Britain.

The tributes were acconpanied by a photograph of garlanded and yout hful
Sanbant han, presunmably fromthe 1950s.

Sambant han died on May 18, 1979, several years after relinquishing the
party |leadership to his deputy Tan Sri V. Mni kavasagam who was succeeded
by Sany Vel l u.

The weekend did not see any particular issue of inportance to the Indian
community highlighted by the newspapers, which |left the front page |largely
to the peace tal ks between the Sri Lankan CGovernnent and the Tami| Tigers
and the spate of bonb blasts in Saudi Arabia and Morocco

Mal aysi a Nanban enbellished its front page yesterday with a large close-
up of Hindi actress Aiswarya Rai at Cannes, France, where she is a nenber
of the filmfestival's panel of judges.

Tam | Nesan's letters to the editor yesterday carried a mssive froma
reader who was taken up by a picture in the daily recently showi ng Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi ,
greeting delegates to the MC general assenbly with the traditional I|ndian
hand gesture.

T. Baskaran commented that this was very thoughtful of the Prine
M ni ster and his deputy.
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