04/ 02/ 2003

SAR debate: Zahir gets invite to be noderator

KUALA LUMPUR, Mdn. - Dewan Rakyat speaker Tun Mohd Zahir |snail has been
invited to act as noderator for the proposed debate on Sekol ah Agana
Rakyat (SAR) or People's Religious School between Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz and Pas Youth deputy head Sal ehuddi n Ayub.

Pas Youth secretary M sbahul Minir Msduki said today the decision was
reached on Saturday between him and Nazri's private secretary, Shansul
Anuar Nasar ah.

A letter has been sent to Zahir inviting himto act as noderator for the
debat e.

"We are finalising details for the debate, which will be held at 9pm on
Feb 16.

"Zahir's name was proposed by Pas in his capacity as the Islanic
Educati on Co-ordination Advisory Board (Lepai) chairman and Umo agreed to
it."

Previously, both parties had agreed to have Royal Prof Ungku Abdul Aziz
as the noderator, but he had turned down the invitation.

Audi torium Angkasa in Kelana Jaya is the tentative site for the debate.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had on Cct 25 said the
Government would tenporarily stop funding all privately-run SARs due to
deviation fromtheir original syllabus and because students at sone
school s were being taught to hate the Governnent.
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