14/ 02/ 2003

No | obbying for CMs post, says Dr Mahathir

KUALA LUWMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today he had not heard of any report on |obbying anong Umo nenbers for
t he Sabah Chief Mnister's post which will fall to the party next nonth.

He said he would speak to his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw ,
on the new appointnment and w |l make an announcenment soon.

The Chief Mnister's post now held by Datuk Chong Kah Kiat expires next
nonth under the rotation system Ummo's turn is next.

Chong, who is the Liberal Denocratic Party president, is the sixth
| eader of the State BN conmponent party to assune the post of Chief
M ni ster under the rotation system which was introduced in 1994,

The system rotates the chief mnistership anong the | eaders of the
Musl i m Bumi put era, Chinese and non-Mislim Bum putera conmunities for a
t wo-year term each.

Speaking to reporters after a special briefing for Umo | eaders on
privately-run People's Religious School (Sekolah Agama Rakyat) at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, Dr Mahathir said several nanes were being
consi der ed.
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