09/ 01/ 2003

O | reason behind US aggression, says lragi Mnister

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The United States' aggression on Iraqg will continue
for as long as the US has the idea that it is in control of oil in the
@ul f and subsequently of all countries in the world economcally.

Iragi Mnister of Industry and Mnerals Miuyassar Rija Shlah said the
United States and its allies, especially Britain, would exert pressure on
Ilrag fromall directions to achieve its goals.

He believed that the focus on Iraq was nainly due to the oil factor.

Muyassar said the aggression was also due to Iraq' s independent stand on
various issues, including the Palestinian issue, its active nenbership in
the Non-Aligned Movenent and its status as an Islamic nation.

"The United States is doing this (making threats and exerting pressure)
despite having no evidence to substantiate its clainms that Iraqg has
weapons of nmass destruction ... we have repeatedly maintained that we
don't have such weapons,” he said in an interview at the Pal ace of GCol den
Hor ses today.

Muyassar, who is head of the Irag-Mlaysia Joint Conmmission, is here to
attend a three-day neeting of the commi ssion which begins today.

Chal l enging the United Nations weapons inspectors to show proof if Iraq
was involved in such activities, he said the inspectors failed to find
evi dence despite having visited places which British Prime Mnister Tony
Blair had nentioned in his reports on Iraq's alleged activities

"They have also visited sites which have been nentioned in the reports
submitted by the CIA and British intelligence,"” he said

The UN weapons inspectors are to report to the Security Council tonorrow
and deliver a major assessnment on lragi conpliance with council
resol uti ons on Jan 27

None of the UN inspection chiefs has reported evidence of an illega
weapons progranme since the inspectors returned to Irag in Novenber | ast
year.

Muyassar said Iraqi President Saddam Hussein had witten a letter to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad expl ai ning the current
situation in lraq and Irag's relations with UN Security Council

"I will hand over the letter to Dr Mahathir before | leave for Iraq
This is being arranged,” he said.

Saddam has said on Monday that his country is ready for war.

He al so accused the UN weapons inspectors of engaging in intelligence
wor K.

The United States has increased deploynent of troops to the Gulf to at
| east 120,000 for a potential war with Iragq.
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