21/ 02/ 2003
School i ng hours nay be extended to accommodate religi ous studies

By Ai non Mhd; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Schooling hours may be extended to accommopdat e
religious studies in all national schools, Prinme Mnister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

Descri bing the teaching of Islamin national schools as shall ow and
| acki ng substance, he said the new curriculumon religious studies would
be nore conprehensive to help the students to be better Mislins.

Dr Mahathir said the present teaching sonetines over-enphasi sed petty
i ssues, citing as an exanple the col our of skull caps Mislins should wear,
whi ch totally neglected the basic |Islamc education, "Another
consideration is to enul ate the systemused in Johor," he said after
chairing the Umo suprene council neeting here.

I n Johor, students are required to attend nornal classes in the norning
and religious classes in the afternoon.

The Johor religious school systemwas established in 1918 and has grown
to be the nobst conprehensive systemavail abl e for basic |Islamc education
inthe country at present.

Reiterating that the Governnent woul d stop funding privately-run
religious schools (Sekol ah Agana Rakyat), Dr Mahathir said Arabic m ght be
taught in national schools to those students who want to pursue Islamc
education in depth.

"W will finalise this when we fornmul ate the new curriculum" he added

He said religious teachers now seenmed only to enphasise the here-after.

"When we pray we nmust not only do so for the hereafter, but also for our
present needs and wel | -being," he said.

Last week, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had set up a comittee headed
by former Education director-general Tan Sri Mirad Mohd Noor to
restructure the national school curriculumto nmake it attractive to al
the races in the country.

He had said if sufficient time was allocated for religious studies in
nati onal schools, Ml ays would not go to SAR

"W al so do not want Chinese or Indian fanmilies rejecting nationa
school s and sending their children to national -type schools, thinking that
national schools are only for Ml ays and are enphasising |Islam

"Neither do we want Malays to resort to SAR because they cl ai mthat
religious studies taught in national schools are insufficient,"” he had
said at a briefing for Umo | eaders fromthe 165 divi sions nati onwi de on
SAR

On a separate issue, Dr Mahathir said he was proud of the achi evenents
of Puteri Umo and urged all parties, including Wanita and Umo Youth, to
accept themas part of Ummo.

"(Puteri) must be given proper guidance to play an effective role in
Umo's struggl es,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said the suprenme council was very proud of the victory
achi eved by Hafiz Hashi mwho won the All-Engl and badni nt on chanpi onshi p.

"His fighting spirit and determ nation should be an exanple to al
Mal aysi ans, " he sai d.

On rewardi ng his achievenents, Dr Mahathir said it nust be in noderation
so as not to spoil him

( END)
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