14/ 02/ 2003
Schools to be restructured (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Governnment has set up a conmittee headed by
former Education director-general Tan Sri Mirad Mohd Noor to restructure
the national school systemto nmake it attractive to all the races in the
country.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
disclosing this today, said if sufficient tine was allocated for religious
studies in national schools, the Malays would not go to privately-run
Peopl e' s Rel i gi ous School s (Sekol ah Agama Rakyat).

"W also do not want Chinese or Indian famlies rejecting nationa
school s and sending their children to national -type schools, thinking that
nati onal schools are only for the Malays and are enphasising |Islam

"At the sane tine, we also do not want the Malays to resort to Sekol ah
Aganma Rakyat because they claim that religious studies taught in national
schools are insufficient,”" he said when briefing Umo |eaders fromthe 165
divisions nationwide in a special session on Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (SAR) at
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Dr Mahathir said the briefing was to clarify that the Governnment was not
closing SAR, but that it had stopped funding such schools.

He added that the commttee had subnitted its prelimnary report to him
this nmorning and that they would be |ooking at various nodels for the new
education system

Later at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said no tinme frame was given to
the commttee to conplete the study.

"I't will take tine. There are many considerations as we want to ensure
the syllabus for Islanmic studies in national schools is in line with the
true teachings of Islam" he added.

Dr Mahathir told the Umo | eaders that there were even party nenbers who
had questioned the Government for stopping the funding for SAR and felt
the nove would be exploited by the Opposition in the next genera
el ecti on.

He said when the schools were first set up, the Governnent provided
fundi ng because it was under the inpression that the true teachings of
I sl am were being taught and such schools would help spread Islamc
t eachi ngs.

"However, we later found out that the teachers there had deviated from
such teachings and SAR students were taught to hate the Governnment and
ot her Musli ns.

"I'f we continue to fund these schools, it would nean that we are
actually in collaboration with them™

"If parents want to continue sending their children there, they wll
I earn nothing else but politics of hate and political ideologies which are
agai nst Islam™"™ he said.

He said these schools were only using Islamas a front to deceive
parents into sending their children there, just like Pas which clains to
be an Islamic party but is instead only keen on spreading lies and
runours.

Dr Mahathir said children nust receive sufficient religious education,
but it nust be done in noderation

"This conmittee will ensure students |learn Islamc studies
systematically, according to their age and standard. The students nust be
able to absorb what they learn,” he said.



He said under the new national school system students would be given
sufficient time for Islamc studies and, at the same time, enphasis would
al so be given to all the other subjects.

"This is unlike SAR where Mathemmtics, Science and other subjects are
negl ected and students are only taught religion," he said

He said some parents sent their children to SAR because they felt guilty
about not attending religious schools thensel ves, while others believed
that it would actually cleanse their sins and help them gain a place in
syurga (paradise).

"What parents do not realise is that the teachers in SAR are not
qualified and do not adhere to any set standards of teaching.

"What will happen if our children only learnt religion and nothing el se
There would be no nore doctors, engineers or other professionals in the
country," he said.

He said if everyone were to learn only about religion, there would be no
nore jobs available for them

"It is not that | do not believe in Islam and do not pray. But if | had
negl ected ny other studies, how could I have led the country to becone a
nodel Islamic state which has gai ned worl dw de recognition?"
VWhen the country attained independence, Dr Mhathir said only six to 10
per cent of the doctors in the country were Malays, but today they forned
nore than 40 per cent.

He also said there were cases of SAR trying to cheat the Governnent by
not informng it when students left the school so that they could continue
getting funds for nore students.
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