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MANY Mal aysi ans, hanpered by a conflict of belief systens, still lack an
awar eness and an appreciati on of science and technology, clains an
academ c.

A review by the Ml aysi an Acadeny of Science of Ml aysia' s first
Nati onal Science and Technol ogy Policy reveals that "the general popul ace
is ignorant of what science is about, being either disinterested in or
suspicious of the work of scientists,” says Dr Baharudin Yatim professor
of Applied Physics and director of Space Science Research Institute at
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia (UKM .

Reiterating former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad's call to
Muslins to eradicate their fear that science and technol ogy woul d
undermine their faith, he adds that "the ability to exploit science and
technol ogy is becoming strategically inportant and decisive for the
econom ¢ performance of Ml aysia”.

Bahar udi n was speaking on Pronoting Scientific and Technol ogi ca
Culture: A Study of Malaysia's Science and Technology Policy Il and Action
Pl an, held recently in conjunction with The Fourth SEAF-Kaneka Public
Forum 2003 in Putrajaya.

"Science and technology play a critical role in social, environnental
and health care progranmes, sustainable devel opnent, job creation and
economi ¢ grow h," he says.

El evating science and technol ogi cal awareness and appreciation provides
the nost conducive clinmate possible for invention, innovation and
t echnol ogi cal advancenent.

"I gnorance of science and technol ogi cal devel opnent can |lead to
unreasoni ng fear of the unknown, resistance to change, rejection of new
i deas, even overt hostility towards technol ogy," he says

On the other hand, uncritical acceptance of technology can be equally
damagi ng.

"Society will be unable to face in a rational nanner the basic noral and
ethical issues that can be raised by technology,” he adds

Baharudi n says the devel opnent of a scientific and technol ogical culture
as indicated by the | evel of science and technol ogy awareness and
appreciation in the general population is less than satisfactory.

"Qur calculated guess is the strategies inplenmented so far (under the
first National Science and Technol ogy Policy) do not reach deep and wide
enough into our society.

"Having realised this, we should go back to the begi nning and make
corrections to our strategies, taking guidance from the Ml ay adage that
if you are lost mdway, go back to the beginning," he says.

The second science policy and action plan, which was |aunched in June
this year, was the culnmination of a study undertaken by the Ml aysian
Acadeny of Science of Ml aysia's National Science and Technol ogy Policy.

The nobst inportant conclusion of this study is that "we nust involve the
religious organisations in inplenenting the strategies for developing a
scientific and technol ogical culture", Baharudin says.

For Muslins, the Islanmic Devel opment Departnment (Jabatan Kemajuan |slam
Mal aysia) is obviously the appropriate agency to start with

Through it, access can be extended to the various Islamic religious
organi sations down to the village |evel

For others, the sane role can be played by the Council of Churches, the



H ndu Sangam and a similar organisation for Buddhists.

Furthernore, practising scientists ought to be given an expanded role in
the inplenentation of these strategies.

"Sone of the activities in which these scientists can participate are in
public lectures, taking on an advisory role and in various nedia nediuns,"
says Bahar udi n.

The Sout heast Asian Scholars & Public Intellectuals Fellowship (SEAF) is
a short residential programre conducted at the Institute of Ml aysian and
International Studies (Iknmas), UKM

Public intellectuals are selected as Fell ows annually from Thail and, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Indonesia and Ml aysia to pursue research and witing while
participating in public dialogues.

This year's Fellowship was from Sept 1 to Oct 31. Ikmas is undertaking a
research project on Ml aysia's progress in devel oping scientific know edge
and technol ogi cal capacity.

Directed towards the enabling environnment |ocally, the theme for the
SEAF Programe 2003 is Science and Technol ogy for Holistic Devel opnent.

Establ i shed in 2000 and funded by Kaneka Corporation - and the Japan
Foundation until 2003 - this fell owship programme offers sel ected soci al
activists, scholars and journalists the opportunity to famliarise with
each nmenber country's political and intellectual cultures, resulting in
menbership |inks.
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