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Sending "no reneging' note to WO

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

COUNTRI ES participating in the Southern Africa International Dialogue here
will send a strong nessage to the Wrld Trade Organisation that the United
States and Europe nust not renege on commitnents to the devel opi ng
countries.

King Mswati |11l indicated in his opening speech on Wdnesday t hat
participating countries in the dialogue will submt an "Ezul w ni
Statenent” to the nministerial neeting of the WIO next nmonth with
recommendati ons on trade and gl obalisation issues.

He, however, did not provide any details on the statenent.

According to Conmmonweal th Partnership Technol ogy Managenment chairman Tan
Sri Orar Abdul Rahman, the |eaders had discussed the contents of the
st at enent yesterday (Thursday).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, he said, had told other
| eaders that he was quite happy with the contents and several other
| eaders have also given their conments on the statenent.

"The | eaders are fine tuning the statenment and we expect the Ezulw n
Statenment to be issued on Friday, the earliest,” said Omar.

The heads of state and government would further deliberate on the issue
agai n today.

Dr Mahathir, who delivered a speech which centred on globalisation
i ssues on Wednesday, was anong the |eaders who actively enlightened
partici pants on the trade issues.

oservers said that there were fears that the four-day WO Mnisterial
Meeting from Sept 10 in Cancun, Mexico, would collapse wthout reaching
deci si ons.

It has been indicated that the US and Europe will take a very strong
stand on sone negotiating issues such as the production of cheap drugs to
conbat HI V-AIDS, for instance in Africa.

Al t hough the US and Europe agreed at the last ninisterial neeting in
Doha to allow African countries to produce these badly-needed drugs
cheaply, they are now backtracking on their conmmitment follow ng pressure
from powerful pharmaceutical groups, and are insisting African and
devel opi ng countries buy the expensive drugs. However, inpoverished
African nations cannot afford it.

Even in the sensitive area of agriculture, both the US and Europe were
increasing their subsidies to farners, thus making it inmpossible for
African farmers to conpete in an equitable manner wi th heavily-subsidised
Ameri can and European farm products.

Meanwhil e, King Mswati, in his speech, said the dialogue wuld al so be
charting a way forward with conclusions reached and initiatives agreed to
pronote a snooth passage for the novenment into the future.

"We will also discuss progress towards making the Commonweal t h
Part ner shi p Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM sel f-sustaining and viable for
the foreseeable future, through the creation of an endownrent fund," he
added.

He said the smart partnership dial ogues have taken on special
signi ficance.

"These annual events are unique in the way they bring together the
principal actors in developnent, in a relaxed atnosphere that |ends itself
to lively discussions.

"There are no political points to score, no hidden agendas, no direct



reporting of the interaction. The stage is set for a concentrated three
days of thought and talk about three smart partnership contexts - geo-
politics, econonics and technol ogy.

"And as we neet and discuss, we do so as individuals, dropping our
nationalities, agendas and corporate identities so that there are no
i nhibitions."

King Mswati said the whole of Swaziland has really been caught up in the
spirit of smart partnership and he was overwhel ned by the generosity and
comm trment of a great nunber of Swazi individuals and conpanies

"They cane forward and made their conmitnents, great and small
according to their nmeans. This included a young boy who gave us a nunber
of chickens as an expression of his desire to be part of this historic
monment for Swaziland. This was truly a snart co-operative national
effort," he said.
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