20/ 10/ 2003
Shahri zan on the coneback trail

Arnaz M Khai rul

A slight drizzle was braved by 318 cyclists in a fitting tribute to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr. Mhathir Mhamad in the 30-kilonmetre uphill
Genting Challenge in CGenting Hi ghl ands yesterday.

And on a day the country | ooked back at the 22-year struggle Dr.

Mahat hir went through to elevate the country's status, Shahrizan Sel amat
signalled his return to pronmi nence by winning the event with a tinme of one
hour 25 minutes 25. 30s.

"I was out injured since February and only started an intensive training
programre recently. | would like to think that | amin with a fighting
chance to nake the Sea Ganes squad with this performance," said Shahrizan.

Shahri zan, 20, who was dropped fromthe national team after burning out
during the Le Tour de Langkawi (LTdL) in January, was followed by emrerging
18-year old Ml acca cyclist Ng Yong Lee, who registered 1'28:10. 88s.

Nati onal cyclist Wng Ah Thiamwas third with a tine of 1'39:42.19s,
Yusof Nasir fourth on 1'39:42.91s and Sea Ganes-bound Shahrul neeza Razal i
fifth with a time of 1'41:22. 04s.

The event also saw a good nixture of veteran and young cyclists taking
up the challenge, nanely national coach Ng Joo Ngan, who finished in the
third hour and youngest conpetitor, 1l-year old Salak Tinggi Primary
School student Nur Anis Amanina Roslan, who did well to finish in the
fourth hour.

It was also a special occasion for national cyclist Misairi Misa, who
fought of pain frominjuries sustained in a heavy crash during the recent
Tour de Malaysia to finish 13th on his 31st birthday.

The event also marked the presentation of the International Cycling
Union (UCI) Merit to Dr. Mhathir, which was approved at the UCI
management board on Cct 9. UCI managenent board nenber Datuk Seri Darshan
Singh Gl rmade the announcenent.

Dr. Mahathir is the first head of State to be honoured with the UC
Merit, the UCI's highest award for his contributions and support for the
devel opment and growt h of cycling.

The top 22 finishers will acconpany Darshan to present Dr. Mhathir wth
the UCI Merit during the Ml aysian National Cycling Federation's (M\CF)
50t h anniversary dinner, which is to be held at a date set by the Prine
M ni ster's departnent.

The top 22 finishers were: 1 Shahrizan, 2 Ng, 3 Wng, 4 Yusof, 5
Shahrul neeza, 6 Mhaned Azrul Hafiz, 7 Mhadzir Hanad, 8 Jasnin Ruslan, 9
Ahmad Fal ani, 10 Amir Mistafa Rosli, 11 Sayuti Zahid, 12 Abdul Hakim
Mohamed, 13 Musairi Misa, 14 R zal Ramie, 15 Gary Chong, 16 Nur Unmadi
Rosdi, 17 Razif Salleh, 18 Fahnm Tajuddin, 19 Mhaned Arifin, 20 Lee Lip
Fong, 21 Amirudin Janaludin, 22 Mhanmed Arif Shukri.
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