22/ 07/ 2003

Shamed by associ ation

MYANVAR' S reluctance to heed world opinion and the earnest advice of its
friends in Asean on the continued detention of opposition |eader Aung San
Suu Kyi is perplexing, given the loomng threat of sanctions. Are the

| eaders of the military regine willing to risk conplete isolation?

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's warning to the ruling junta of
expulsion if it persists in its recalcitrance is a fair indication of the
dire consequences awaiting it. The Prine Mnister's statenent on Sunday
assunes greater inportance, as it conmes froman ally who wal ked the
proverbial extra nmle to bring Myanmar into Asean in 1997. The tine nay
soon cone for Asean to flex its nuscles and prevent a nenber from becom ng
an enbarrassnent to the grouping.

Myanmar nust recognise that it cannot renege on the commitnent made six
years ago to ensure that donestic policies would not affect the
credibility of the larger forumthat it joined. It was on this premnise
that Mal aysia convinced fell ow menbers to admit the regine into Asean in
the face of strong opposition from Wstern countries.

Asean should not vacillate on punitive action if Manmar refuses to
desist from the canpaign of repression against legitinmate opposition. Its
credibility will be jeopardised if it tolerates the increasingly illogical
actions of a regine refusing to accept reality.

It is apparent that the junta cannot cone to terms with the fact that
its days may be nunbered. It may have to learn the hard way that nations
in the 21st century face ostracismto the detrinent of their people if
they refuse to adhere to the norns of civilised society.



	Shamed by association (NST 22/07/2003)

