17/ 02/ 2003
Sharing of towers benefits operators

By Rozi ana Hansaw

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - They are everywhere - al ong hi ghways, atop buil di ngs,
in residential areas, behind trees and even on bill boards.

And they are there for a good reason: to provide the best possible
nmobi | e phone coverage, as clainmed by the providers or owners of these
t el ecommuni cati ons t owers.

However, on Monday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
sone of these towers were ugly and efforts should be made to nmake t hem
| ess displeasing to the eye.

He suggested that owners and cell phone service providers conbine forces
and share such infrastructure.

Dr Mahathir was not al one. Such sentinments have been expressed nmany
times not just by mnisters but also the public.

Last year, Energy, Conmunications and Multinedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo
Moggi e told cellul ar tel ephone conpani es to share conmuni cati ons
infrastructure to reduce wastage resulting fromunder-utilisation of
assets.

He said the nmnistry ainmed to encourage such co-operation by issuing
permts for new tel ecommunications towers only to those who all owed ot her
cellul ar tel ephone operators to use themas well.

This is to reduce the cost of setting up new tel ecommunications towers,
which runs into nillions of ringgit.

In a response to Dr Mahathir's conment, Cel com corporate public
relations officer Tunku Teh Mazni Tunku Yusuf told the New Straits Tines
that Cel comagreed that the sharing of infrastructure reduced capital
expendi ture, expedited operations and preserved the aesthetics of the
envi ronnent.

Speaki ng al so on behalf of TMCellular, with which Cel comis nerging,
she said Cel comand TM Cel | ul ar had 120 shared towers and they planned to
i ncrease this nunber to 200 by the year's end.

"Towers in the shape of trees have been erected at Putrajaya and
Cyberjaya to i nprove the skyline. However, there is additional cost
involved in this,"” she said, w thout elaborating.

She al so said that operators had i ndeed been sharing towers since 1998.

Mal aysi an Communi cati ons and Ml tinedi a Conm ssi on gui delines state that
roof-top towers in residential areas nmust not be nore than half the height
of the building on which they stand.

In conmercial areas, towers under 45m shoul d be at | east 10m from ot her
bui I di ngs, while those over 45m should be at | east 15m away.
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