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Shed shackl es of dependence, Malays told

K. T. Chelvi

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - The Malays need to free thensel ves fromthe
shackl es of dependence, inmposed by orthodox scholars and instead,
recapture the Quranic culture of openness and freedom to avoid being
mar gi nal i sed by forces of globalisation

New Strait Tinmes Press (M Berhad's G oup Editor-in-Chief Tan Sri
Abdul I ah Ahmad in his working paper at a semnar on the Malay M nd
organi sed by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka said the Ml ays need to wage "jihad"
agai nst obsol ete know edge systens and equip thenselves with know edge and
skills of the ICT age

He al so urged them to devel op the necessary scientific and technol ogi cal
capi tal

Hi s speech was read by Berita Harian Deputy G oup Editor M or
Kamar ul baid M or Shahid

G obalisation was inevitable and the Malays could not afford to nerely
sit by and watch, he said quoting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbharmed.

The Mal ays, should join the worldw de battle against the dom nant
structure of globalisation which was a new form of inperialism which
sought to perpetuate and deepen the unequal economic, political and
cultural relations between the devel oped and devel opi ng world

Abdul I ah urged the Malays to take up the Prime Mnister's challenge to
work towards influencing the thinking on globalisation and reshaping it so
that it would not destroy econom es and countries.

"The Mal ays would have to join in the efforts to dismantle the
structures of inequality and push for an alternative arrangenent of gl oba
co-operation that pronotes equity and justice."

He pointed to the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis and other economc
calam ties such as The Mexican Breakdown of 1994-95 and the Argentinian
debt default as painful exanples of globalisation gone awy.

Third World countries having discovered that their interest do not
coincide with those of the countries in the Washi ngton Consensus, are now
fighting back - evidenced by the collapse of the recent world trade
negoti ati ons at Cancun, Mexi co.

Abdul I ah al so rem nded the Ml ays, that they could no longer react in
the traditional manner of retreating into the protective shell of
religious dogma; otherwi se known as the "refuge of the tired nmind", in the
words of Ghalib, the 19th century Urdu poet.

"The grow ng conservati sm anmong nany Ml ays and their obsession with the
narrow range of Islamc practices and symbols have contributed to the
stagnation of Malay intellectual and spiritual life."

This too, had made many to fall prey to the enpty eloquence of religious
demagogues who denoni se the Wst and vent their anger and frustration at
West ern decadence for all the things that have gone wong in Mislim
soci eties, said Abdullah.

"This narrow world view also re-inforced the m srepresentations of |slam
as being backward, irrational, fatalist and fanatical," he said and called
for a thorough reform of the way the Ml ays had been taught their
religion, for Islamc education should enlighten the soul and illum nate
the m nd through the contenplation of the divine.

Additionally, the nmpoderate Mal ays, must seek to de-legitimse the
extrenm st voices within the community and resist the sinplistic call for



the primacy of Islamin public life through the establishnent of an
Islamic State based on the narrowest perception of the Syariah, he added.

This narrow ethnic or religious agenda could no | onger be subscribed by
the Mal ays whose fate were in-extricably linked to other world conmunities
who are just as vulnerable to the predators of globalisation.
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